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Abstract

Arabic is being taught as a third language at MARA University of Technology in
Malaysia for over ten thousand students every year. They learn to study the Arabic course
at three levels designed by the curriculum writers. The present study is designed to
provide a clear vision of the Arabic language curriculum as a third language at MARA
University of Technology in Malaysia, based on The Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) standards, to help those engaged in teaching Arabic at
the university to develop an efficient Arabic language course based on CEFR. The
researchers adopted the descriptive analytical approach to determine the realities of
teaching and learning Arabic at the university and to adopt the CEFR standards to propose
a curriculum for teaching Arabic as a third language at the MARA University of
Technology. Researchers found that the Arabic language curriculum at Mara University
of Technology needs to be redesigned by the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages CEFR. Therefore, The researchers proposed a curriculum for
teaching Arabic as a third language based on the CEFR standards into two levels,
Beginner Al and Upper Beginner A2, appropriate for the MARA University of
Technology's current Arabic language teaching situation. The researchers suggest that the
officials in charge of teaching Arabic at the university use this proposed curriculum to
develop the Arabic language course at the university. The researchers suggest for future
work to design a curriculum for teaching Arabic at the intermediate and advanced levels
according to the CEFR.

Keywords: Arabic curriculum for non-native speakers, Arabic as a third language,
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), MARA University
of Technology.
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