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Abstract

This study addresses the comprehensiveness of classical Arabic criticism from the
perspective of taste, reception, and textual aesthetics, showing how Arabic criticism was
not limited to traditional rules or rhetorical embellishments, but went beyond them to
serve as an analytical tool for understanding the relationship between the text and the
reader, and for highlighting the aesthetic and psychological dimensions of literary works.
The study explains how classical Arab critics dealt with concepts of taste and aesthetic
sensibility, and how these concepts guided readers toward precise aesthetic and emotional
responses, in addition to analyzing texts from a psychological perspective to interpret
their intellectual and emotional effects. The research also presents the most important
classical critical schools and clarifies their role in shaping aesthetic evaluation of
literature, emphasizing the interaction between text and reader as a foundation for
understanding both meaning and beauty. Thus, classical Arabic criticism emerges as a
comprehensive approach that combines technical analysis, aesthetic appreciation, and
understanding of the reader’s psychological structures, demonstrating that reception is
not merely a superficial reading, but a holistic aesthetic experience that produces the deep
and symbolic meaning of literary texts.

Keywords: Classical Arabic Criticism; Taste and Reception; Textual Aesthetics;
Psychological Analysis; Text-Reader Relationship.
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