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Abstract

382

Comparative study is an art of literature promoting the convergence of ideas,
knowledge and culture. This type of study has received great concern among
students of Arabic and English in the modern era. However, the comparison
between Arabic and English literary work is very rare in the field of Arabic
studies in Nigeria. Therefore, this paper focuses on the differences between the
books, “ALAyyam” by Taha Hussein and “Ake Years of Childhood” by Wole
Soyinka. Its objectives were to compare and contrast the contents of the two
literary works, to analyze the artistic and narrative side of them, and to clarify
some childhood behaviours despite their different backgrounds in their regions,
ideologies and religions. This study relied on two basic approaches, the historical
and analytical methods. The historical method deals with a simple overview of
the lives of both writers. The analytical method includes studying the writers’
biographies analyzed based on literary and artistic criteria. In conclusion, the
findings show that the two biographies reflect the writers’ childhood with the
difference in the environment and culture. Besides, both works are consistent with
the technical standards and the linguistic rules established in both languages with
their differences in writing style. The study recommended that Soyinka’s work
is translated into Arabic and Hussein’s work into English. Researchers should
focus more on the works of African writers despite their different environment
and cultures to derive benefits and information from the convergence of ideas
and knowledge.

Keywords: comparative study; literature; writer biography; Taha Hussein;
Wole Soyinka
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