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Introduction

The existence of literary works will continually develop. The words "dark” or "missing"
cannot be found in literature. Literary works embody the author's thoughts, ambitions, and
thoughts (Sumarto, 2019). The role of literary works as a container allows them to exist
because the author's ideas can be accepted and enjoyed at any time. Literary works will
always exist and influence readers and listeners (Susanto, 2012). Novels are imaginative
literary works that tell all things, including social problems in the lives of several characters
or someone (Dewi, 2018). Life problems illustrated in characters' lives are shown in different
characters and complete storylines on each side (Kosasih, 2012).

Fihi Ma Fihi is a novel by Jalaluddin Rumi, a famous Persian Muslim poet of the 13th
century. The novel was published in August 2016, with 438 pages. The story of this novel
comes from an exploration of prose forms. Most of the discussion in each chapter is answers
and responses to questions with different backgrounds and situations. It contains a series of
lectures, reflections, and commentaries on moral issues, complemented by explanations of
the Qur'an and Hadith, as well as a complete description of some of the discussions found in
Matsnawi. Like Matsnawi's diwan, this book contains various analogies, legends, and
commentaries of Maulana Rumi. In addition, this book can help us understand his thoughts

and express the meaning of his words in various other works (Lathif, 2015)

Fihi Ma Fihi novel presents the moral and scientific problems of Sufism and Sufism
Irfan and is accompanied by explanations of the Qur'an and Hadith. Jalaluddin Rumi believes
that Sufi science and its transmission in prose, Hadith, and Qur'anic exegesis are a form of
great existence in science. Norms or values in teaching are norms or values that relate to
education in the family environment, education in the community environment, and
education in the school environment. Literary works also discuss human life, how it adapts
and desires, and its description is formed in prose. The discussion in each of its chapters is
mostly answers and responses to different opportunities and various questions in context

(Abbott, 2002).

The study of narratology plays a crucial role in analyzing and understanding literary
works. It assists readers and researchers in comprehending the basic structure of the story,
characters, and essential elements such as plot, setting, conflict, and resolution. With this
understanding, readers can delve into the meaning and themes of the story while
appreciating the writing techniques employed by authors, such as flashbacks or
foreshadowing. Narratological analysis also enables the assessment of the quality of literary
works, aiding writers in learning from renowned authors and providing guidance for

creating new and innovative literary pieces. Thus, narratology is not merely about reading
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and understanding existing literary works; it also stimulates creative thinking in the process

of crafting new literary works.

Naratology includes the field that explains narratives, studies in form as well as
narrative functions. Naratology study is essential for comprehending the narrative structure,
allowing readers and researchers to delve into the depths of the story, uncover hidden layers
of meaning in literary works, and appreciate the writer's skill in creating a profound reading
experience. According to Luxemburg et al.,, narrative text or discourse structure is a
discourse or text whose content is about the series of events of nonfiction narrative structure
(Genette, 1980). In oral literature, Ruth Finnegan states that literary works cannot be
understood only through the context of the text. The narrative structure of a work can change
according to conditions, even every time it is staged. Staging cannot be accepted with
complementary or secondary aspects but instead regarding the integral of totality (Emzir,
2018). A narrative structure in novels, in particular, requires a theory directly related to the
narrative component, and that theory is narratology. The definition of narratology itself is a
science that studies narratives. One of the experts from narratology is Gerard Genette, who
explained that a narrative can be studied with several components to form a narrative

structure (Didipu, 2019)

Genette's theory proposes to use three different terms in her thinking. Among them is
the first, the word "story,” which becomes a signified sign' of narrative content. The "story"
is equivalent to histoire (French) and geschichte (German). Second, the word narrative,
"narrative or storytelling," is used as a marker, statement, discourse, or as a narrative text
itself. Gerard Genette developed narratology covering five points of thought, namely
sequence, duration, frequency, mode, and speech (Didipu, 2019).

In understanding literary works, many approaches can be used. One of them is the
study of narratology. Naratology comes from the Latin word narratio, which means story,
saying, story, and logos, which means science. Naratology is also called narrative discourse
(text) theory. Both narratology and narrative discourse theory (text) are equally defined as
a set of concepts about stories and stories (Ratna, 2012). Naratology is one of the theories
used in the study or criticism of literature. The term "narratology" is globally used as the
equivalent of "narrative theory," which refers to the study of narrative as a genre. A narrative

is an event in which someone says something, including telling it (Didipu, 2019).

There have been several studies of literary works that have been carried out with a
narratological approach. The term narrative for Genette is called the term récit (French).
Genette formulates the term récit with the word narrative (narrative or storytelling), which

functions as a signifier (marker) or can also function as a discourse or narrative text
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(narrative discourse), which has a more comprehensive reach as textual analysis so that it is
more accurate to function as an instrument of literary narrative study (Bertens, 2014).
Genette describes her thoughts into three categories of narrative structure, namely tense,
mood, and voice. Genette explains in her book that the tense category is divided into three
more parts, namely order, duration, and frequency. Then it can be concluded that Genette's
narrative or storytelling arrangement contains five basic categories, namely (1) order; (2)
duration; (3) frequency (narrative frequency); (4) mood (narrative mode); (5) voice,

following an explanation of each narrative arrangement of Gerard Genette (Alfiarizky, 2019).

Researchers have conducted literature studies from several previous researchers, first
in the form of journals carried out in Jalaluddin Rumi's thoughts about the morals that
humans must possess, such as sincerity, always remembrance of the Creator, and patience.
Likewise, spiritual intelligence in humans can be characterized by a clean soul, good morals,
and a deep understanding of science. The similarity with the research studied by the author
lies in Rumi's thoughts in Fihi Ma Fihi. In this study, the author revealed an analysis of the
Lau Annana Lam Naftarikh novel using based on Gerard Genette. In the theory presented by
Genette, narratology discusses the study and ways to analyze the storytelling arrangement
of a narrative text that uses its components. Researchers found a complete storytelling
arrangement in the Lau Anna Lam Naftarikh novel. Therefore, the correct theory is the theory
of narratology perspective of Gerard Genette. (Ali, 2021; Hasny, 2019; Nofrianis & Zulfikarni,
2022; Rahayu et al,, 2020). Among them, the analysis uses the theory of a combination of
narrative structure between syntactic theory and semantic theory. It interprets the author's
views in the short story, which, in this case, includes interpreting the author's message
(Jahn,2021). Narratological structuralism to know about some socio-cultural aspects which
are classified into two, namely (a) aspects related to manners and manners Then (b) aspects
related to inter-kingdom harmony. The storytelling aspect of each short story implies
people's attitude toward the problems raised in the three short stories by focusing on the
concepts of duration, focalization, and speaker (Wulandari, 2020; Evanda, 2020)

Based on previous research, the study of narratology is a theory or tool to explore
criticism of narrative content. It can enrich the theory used in studying with several aspects
in it. This study aims to explain the narratological structure in the Fihi Ma Fihi novel with
narratology studies, with five basic categories, namely order, duration, frequency (narrative
frequency), mood (narrative mode), and sound, following the explanation of each narrative

setting of Gerard Genette.

78 | Afshaha: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra Arab, Vol. 2 No. 2, 2023



GERARD GENETTE'S NARRATIVE | Muhammad Farihul Qulub, Muhammad Roudho Rizky

Method

The research is descriptive qualitative research. The descriptive qualitative methods
are applied in this study to understand what the object of research is by being explained in
specific contexts that utilize various scientific methods (Puspita et al., 2022). The primary
purpose of this descriptive qualitative research is to solve problems in phenomena
systematically and factually based on existing data (Yanti et al., 2020). The data collection
method used for this research is fieldwork to archive or document existing phenomena
(Endraswara, 2013). This research also uses a conceptual approach to the principles and
views of narratology theory. This research data is novel Fihi Ma Fihi and is supported by
other supporting documents, as well as previous research that examines Naratology.

Data collection techniques used are: (1) Reading techniques for understanding a text
to obtain information related to research data As well as understanding the indirectness of
meaning in the poetry text that needs to be investigated more deeply, then (2) Taking-note
techniques carried out by researchers in writing flexible data processing with the same
theory used by researchers Write theories according to researchers under the object of
research as well as describing the events in Fihi Ma Fihi which reflect the concept of narrative
structure based on the perspective of Gerard Genette (Sugiono, 2003). The data is then
analyzed using the Miles & Huberman interactive analysis model. The analysis stage is data
collection, data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion. Then, to test the validity of the
data, the authors used triangulation theory. Triangulation theory uses multiple perspectives

to translate data sets or information (Bachri, 2010).

Result and Discussion
Based on Gerard Genette's narratological perspective, Jalaluddin Rumi's Fihi Ma Fihi

novel can be studied based on five aspects, namely narrative sequence (sequence), narrative
duration (duration), narrative frequency (frequency), narrative method (mood), and
narrative speech the discussion is as follows.
Narrative Order

The Fihi Ma Fihi novel by Jalaludin Rumi uses an acronym storytelling sequence
(achrony), which is explained that the storytelling time runs normally and is parallel to
different themes. Below will be explained based on the storyline (histoire) about the time of

narration in numbers (recit) with letters.

Table 1. Narrative Order of Fihi Ma Fihi novel

Theme Genesis Storytelling time
Story
All because of God 2 A
Man is God Astroable 1 B
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Die before you die 3 C
We glorify the descendants of Adam’s son 4 D
Spliced birth 5 E
Aa believer is a reflection of his fellow man 6 F
Even if the veil is revealed, confidence remains stagnant 7 G
Behold, there comes unto you a messenger in your people 8 H
The only destination 9 I
Muhammad’s words were not the will of his passions 10 |
Show her something certain 11 K
Return to planned jihadist intentions 12 L
Take it from them 13 M
From and for God 14 N

Based on the formula pattern above, the sequence of time and time of narration of the
Fihi Ma Fihi novel by Jalaluddin Rumi in Gerrad Genette regarding the dictation of sociability
and religion, as follows:

2A-1B-3C-4D-5E-6F-7G-8H- 91-10]J-11K-12L-13M-14N

Fihi Ma Fihi, a novel by Jalaluddin Rumi, has 71 chapters or stories in his book. In this
novel, there is no main character, with various chapters listed and discussed with dictative
value. The story's timing is from various points of view presented in this novel by the author.
At the beginning of the story, which points to the point of view on all that happened and the
miracles that came down and the religion and phenomena are all forms of Allah alone,
starting from there, the story told is not only from the point of view of one science but science
based on the interpretation of the Quran and textual and factual Hadith.

Narrative order refers to the relationship between a chain of events and their
arrangement in the story. The narrative sequence can be understood by the relationship
between story time, which refers to the actual time of an event (story time), and the time it
takes the narrator (author) to narrate the event (story time) (Didipu, 2018). Storytime can
be identified with time units such as seconds and minutes, while storytelling time is generally
calculated by lines and pages (Genette, 1980). The order relates to the unit of story or
sequence created by each speech arrangement that makes a unit of meaning and is usually
in the form of sentences and paragraphs (Evanda, 2017). Genette explains the sequence by
symbolizing the time sequence of the story with numbers and the time of storytelling with
letters. Genette also explained that for the sequence of stories denoted by numbers denoted
again into the number 1 as a sign that indicates the past and the number 2 as a sign that
indicates the present, the exposure is called temporal analysis or analysis related to time
information (Genette, 1980).

Following the theory of narrative structure in this narrative structure, it is in the form
of a culture that is mutually beneficial for culture to develop in terms of religion, culture, and

community conditions later because of its istiqamah and cleverness in maintaining trust. In
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line with Gerard Genette's theory in the book, Fihi Ma Fihi also mentions that God's law exists
and is fundamental for anyone because God's law is part of the realization of representation
in his spiritual is included in Nafs Muhiman, which mentions culture or worship there is
devotion to moral values from the beginning of the practice of Sufism in a person.

The findings of this study state that the spiritual form is to follow the form of Allah's
laws, socio-cultural which always follows the sharia of the ulama. This finding can be
compared with the research of ( Alfiarizky, 2019; Hasny, 2019; Puspita et.al, 2022), who
stated that it is true that spirituality is seen from the process of learning something,
especially culture with relationships between communities can also affect the formation of a
strong culture With this researcher concludes that the narrative structure shows in the form
of God's laws with worship must indeed be because in the basis of religion it is also a belief
in God. Therefore, adjustments in the legal context are needed to know and trust a

transparent form of worship to be carried out.

Narrative Duration

Narrative duration describes the difference between time based on an event and time in
narrating events by the narrator. Therefore, there are two narrative movements to elevate
and use in Fihi Ma Fihi novel, namely the scene and pause, and what dominates more is the
discussion of dictating narrative because it supports the existence of a sequence of
acronymous narasa that looks normal and parallel in story time and storytelling time, even
though the scene tells the story at the same time, it cannot replace the scene in a dominant
position because pauses can only be found in some events story. Each episode has a break,
but not much and not too long.

A pause occurs when the story's events break up in a unique space scene with still
narrative text. So, narrative time has a dominant formation compared to event time stories

(Didipu, 2019). Below is an example of a break from the Fihi Ma Fihi novel.
Jie Byl a5lalS ) (Sall (pad g e sl oo ol (0 2ty G5B ol (Sl (10”
ST, ) S (Sasd cdele potall (Sl oo O 13] 1l (pe @S el (st 2l (o oS . ,SCud

."(0\ ) Yoo gg@f!\)
"It is possible to take a sip of poison from the hands of Molik's lover. It is possible to
swallow his bitter words like sugar. How much salt does the beloved have, how
much salt! If it can be found, the liver can eat it."”
The data in the novel above is included from the pause because it is a reinforcement of
the previous story to convince the reader better. The diction above is because of something

that the creature can control. That is a plan that can fail; even when faced with the nature of
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fear, you will not be able to change something that is planned to be realized because of the
impact of the innate nature that contains dictative value, which is to try as much as possible
and pray fervently so that something that is faced even though it is difficult can be faced
calmly. Genette classifies duration or narrative duration into four parts, namely (1) pause or
pause, which functions to make the story time cut off to form a unique space; (2) the scene
means that the story time and storytelling time are balanced and usually presented in
conversational form; (3) a summary is formed if the events are not told thoroughly or also
referred to as a summary in the storytelling; (4) ellipsis/ellipsis is a storytelling tactic by
moving to spacetime or events afterward, this ellipsis is similar to the cutin cinema (Genette,
1980).

In this novel, there are three forms of narrative duration applied, namely pause, scene,
and ellipsis. Of the three, more scenes are found in this novel than pauses and ellipses. The
dominant scene supports the existence of order or narrative sequence 'acry .'Meanwhile,
pauses are found to be inserted only in some core stories. The pause found in this novel is
only a short snippet that aims to convey information and the reader's imagination at the core
of the story before and after. It is under Gerard Genette's theory, which explains how this
narrative is not necessarily about religion but also about a mindset that can think about
things long before cultural action. Therefore, man must avoid the beauty and splendor of the
world, which is the refraction of rays and reflections from Allah Almighty. People should be
satisfied with these things with others. For though they are the tenderness of God and the
rays of his beauty, they are not eternal.

The findings of this researcher state that the form of duration in the novel Fihi Ma Fihi
is with the action of spiritual culture that has an enormous influence in all forms that exist in
the world that only follow and become a tool for the mind, which is without thought.
Therefore, perfecting culture with a modern attitude requires something that underlies the
old culture so that it can be maintained, and modern culture has a basis that develops in the
future with a solid argument to be maintained, namely by referring to classical culture to
become a modern contemporary culture. Likewise, nature is also a medium of
transfiguration for God. Without the pros and cons, this transfiguration would not be

beautiful. Both the pros and cons are what reveal God.

Narrative Frequency
Narrative frequency is the relationship of frequency of an event mentioned several
times in the text. The Fihi Ma Fihi novel has a narrative frequency whose type of anaphoretic

representation is that the narration occurs several times, for example, humans who always
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have a nature with different actions in representing religion, Hadith, and textual Irfan
sciences in their thoughts.
(S Jlady il il (0 3l 31dly tll ot I hat Lovie 1 gyl el JI8"
ST L dlan ued 93 e 2oy dlady dilriw dll paza I ST Ledie 1pighadl Gila
(8 o o Yov e o ag, ), S sl oy o ¥ uay T (e
"A king said to the dervish: When you have reached the level of tajali and berad near
Allah Almighty, remember me. The dervish replied: When I come to the presence of

Allah Almighty and the light of the sun of its beauty shines on me, I will no longer
remember who I am, then how will | remember you"

The above data is one example of stories and storytelling that is done several times
and occurs several times in several chapters in the book Fihi Ma Fihi. The frequency of
narratives related to the book Fihi Ma Fihi is found in Amanah (Amanat). It includes
everything that is borne by a human being, in the form of religious affairs and his world, both
in the form of words and deeds. (Rumi, 2016).

Following the theory of narratology in this type of narrative frequency shows that the
culture that Mesopotamian society cultured formed a more valuable thing; even all would
appreciate such a trait. All these causes are like pens in the hands of God's power. It is He
who moves and writes. If He does not have the will, then the pen will not move. For some, a
little speech may be more beneficial than a lot. In addition, these findings can be compared
with the research above; culture must experience an advanced continuation (contemporary)

from time to time. It is based on the modern, something new that is often found.
(VY o oY

“Bishr tried to crack or dismantle a system that was considered final, and if it were
not dismantled, it would hinder progress”.

The findings of this study state that spiritual morals are one of the trusts with their
principles (foundations) and an outstanding obligation carried by humans. At the same time,
the heavens, earth, and mountains are reluctant to bear them because of the size and weight
of the trust. Culture is also worth maintaining despite many conflicts around the country
because culture is the country's identity. The frequency of narratives related to the book Fihi
Ma Fihi is found in Amanah (Amanat). It includes everything that is borne by a human being,
in the form of religious affairs and his world, both in the form of words and deeds. (Rumi,

2016).
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Following the theory of narratology in this type of narrative frequency shows that the
culture that Mesopotamian society cultured formed a more valuable thing; even all would
appreciate such a trait. All these causes are like pens in the hands of God's power. It is He
who moves and writes. If He does not have the will, then the pen will not move. For some, a
little speech may be more beneficial than a lot. In addition, these findings can be compared
with the research above; culture must experience an advanced continuation (contemporary)
from time to time; this is based on the modern something new that is often found.

The findings of this study state that spiritual morals are one of the trusts with their
principles (foundations) and a significant obligation carried by humans. At the same time,
the heavens, earth, and mountains are reluctant to bear them because of the size and weight
of the trust. Culture is also worth maintaining despite many conflicts around the country

because culture is the country's identity.

Narrative Mode

The narrative mode is when telling a story, the writer uses the skills of the narrator,
who is not the story's character, and the internal analysis of events, the writer is omniscient
or analytical when telling the story.

The purpose of the mode is to measure how much the narrator plays a role in the
characters they write. In the Fihi Ma Fihi novel, the mode type is an internal analysis of
events; that is, the author is omniscient, or analysis tells the story in several related chapters.
The narrator is also present in each character, but the narrator is outside the story. The
narrator can explore each character in detail because it uses an internal analysis mode where
the narrator is omniscient, starting from the Qur'an, Hadith with textual form, and some
interpretations of thoughts learned with Sufism and Sufistic Islam—sample data from the
Fihi Ma Fihi novel. Several times, it happens, for example, humans who always have a nature
with different actions representing religion, Hadith, and Irfan sciences that are textual in

their thoughts.
cgqjj_n) ‘a._x.é_ﬁl Gy Agwd (A, Sas o pJ |.5!5 Lol i ‘aUéJ el Sas of S 5 ydi Joloey”
”(\TVQ@GY~ ..

“It seeks to break or dismantle a system that it believes in, and if it is not dismantled, it
must think about its progress.”

From the data above, it can be ascertained that although the narrator is outside the
story, the narrator can feel how expensive self-esteem cannot even be bought when humans

with religious beliefs, thoughts, or minds cannot be dismantled by progress. It can be
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changed because there are several things, such as a man planting a dagger worth a hundred
dinars on the wall of his house with hanging pots and stacks of paper. In terms of physical
and felt, even whatever is thought or what will happen by the figure can be described first.
Justice and God's promises and threats require human freedom. The natural law or sunnah
of Allah is a limited form of God's actions towards his creatures. So, human life is determined
by man, but natural laws also limit human freedom.

Following the theory of narrative structure, this is included in the type of fashion
structure by mentioning that carrying out the duties of society has indeed become
inseparable from people's thinking toward responsibility. The ethic of responsibility in
spirituality embodies mental processes that can be communicated. It is also reinforced by
the research above that a minor form of ethics is because of the call of the soul to improve
society as well as the formation of strong character in terms of progress.

The findings of this study state that the mindset of people in this fashion structure
shows the mandate of some of the minds of someone who has been given responsibility. The
responsibility of carrying out the duties of society is easy if anyone means to do it (jihad), but
it can be challenging; this greatly affects the direction of ethicists. Therefore, this adjustment

must be fully realized.

Narrative Speech

Narrative speech is an aspect of language action viewed based on the subject's
relationship to the expression of the message or meaning. The subject refers not only to the
character involved in one event but also to the person who narrates it or participates

passively in storytelling. Based on the relationship of the subject behind the character, he

has shown a problem before the public, and the secret has been opened with the veil of

testimony on the matter with the speech in the novel.

Jgsosll clde ez udl ope 6l (0 il e s g dly sl (e Eims c@dlall 1 (& 1Lz D
il s 9y el 098G O oSy e ] ST ity 18 (el pag @ILall 1 § o]
]l O Lyl L @llatl 1 G oui M Ll (6 Lo . Jadd Aozl of (5> ST

VAV .o o Yevv o pll) epe¥ly wlilly slally e Il Ake Al ae il Gl Gases Jie
"Day and night in this world you seek peace and tranquility, though it is impossible
for you to reach them in this world. Nevertheless, your search is certainly
worthwhile. Peace and tranquility can certainly be present, even if only for a
moment. Whatever peace you find in this world is not eternal. The noise was like
lightning flashing. It comes with a situation full of thunder, rain, snow, and
temptation.”
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This data is the obligatory reference of the wanderer of the path and spiritual practice.
In this journey of searching for the essence of self, this book is seen as the opening book that
bridges the physical world of the body and everything done with it to the invisible world
called the mind. In other words, man moves into an omnipotent mind that gives other
sensational spiritual experiences. The realm of essence is the realm of the mind. It can also
be called an esoteric journey because it moves towards the core of the divine mystery and
this universe. In narrative speech, this narrative structure can show figurative language,
sentences, discourse, and imagery. All of these aspects can provide clear information about
the language and intentions conveyed by the author as a form of distinction between Sufistic
and non-Sufistic literature. The Sufistic frame gives prophetic messages, ideas, and man's
transcendental imagination to God. These things are done by many Jahily and medieval
Arabic literati (Kuntowijoyo, 2019).

Following Gerard Genette's theory from the perspective of narratology, it can be
coordinated in culture. It has become an inseparable thing. In other words, discourse in
society goes together with society towards an exciting culture. Likewise, culture in
spirituality manifests mental processes that can be communicated through symbolic
dialogue. It is also reinforced by previous research that discourse is a diminutive form of
culture because of the call of the soul to improve society as well as the formation of a strong
culture.

The findings of this study state that discourse is something that can change the
paradigm of some of the minds of someone who has been given responsibility. As mentioned
in the data above, religious experts are easy to mean (jihad). However, they can be difficult
due to several obstacles, such as the type of several religions that are one direction but

different in purpose.

Conclusion

From the results of the research above, it can be concluded that the Fihi Ma Fihi novel
with Gerard Genette's Naratology approach can be understood to analyze all information
contained in conditions or situations in knowing something that happened and determine
violations so that to solve a problem with the narrative in the Fihi Ma Fihi novel can be
examined through five aspects, namely: a sequence in the form of a sequence of story
journeys, duration in the form of differences between time, frequency in the form of
relationships of an event, modes in the form of prominent roles for characters, and speech in
the form of messages or a clear and correct sequence because these components are core

before starting the discussion of social matters with a combination of religion, Sufism and
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Sufism of course, therefore the elaboration of a discussion can be suitable related to all these
things.

Research related to this narrative structure shows that the results of Gerard
Genette's Naratological studies are a form of realization that already exists, such as Diwan or
Irfan science that develops with the times. However, there are several deeper articles,
especially in the traditional Sufistic field. From this, the development of articles on the
problem of Irfan science and morals to religious and social problems complement
interpretations of the Quran and Hadith from Traditional to Contemporary. In other words,
some of the structures that have been found in the novel Fihi Ma Fihi can develop sensitivity
and awareness of the importance of treating fellow humans as well as possible in order to
create peace and humanity. Everyone in their social life can practice values, and the problem
of God in Sufism can be achieved and still exist in an environment that is always continuous,

especially in narrative studies.
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