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Introduction

Since the Egyptian Revolution of 1952, Egypt has adopted a democratic system in
its governance (Dvoll, 1999). In reality, however, during Anwar Sadat's administration, the
Egyptian authorities failed to effectively implement democratic principles. This failure
stemmed from the abuse of power by the regime, which did not allow citizens to criticize
government policies. This is evident in the regime's imprisonment of individuals who
attempted to voice dissent, accusing them of not fulfilling the rights and duties that had
been promised to Egyptian citizens (Dvoll, 1999). Such actions by the authorities are
considered a form of authoritarianism that triggered resistance among the people

(Anderson, 2011).

Resistance to authoritarianism by the Egyptian regime is portrayed in the novel
Muzakkarat fi Sijn al-Nisa’ by Nawal Al-Sa’dawi. The people in the novel feel that the rulers
at the time did not represent their interests. The regime’s actions threatened the welfare
and freedom of the people, prompting them to resist in defense of their rights. The forms
of resistance depicted in the novel include demonstrations, protests, strikes, and other

forms of opposition (Hardinanto & Raharjo, 2022).

This resistance emerged due to the authoritarian nature of the Egyptian rulers,
who failed to accommodate public criticism. During President Anwar Sadat's rule, he
undermined democratic principles within Egypt’s governmental system. This was largely a
result of the implementation of a liberal economic policy known as Infitah by the regime

(Athur, 2008). The limits of presidential power were clearly defined in the 2014 Egyptian
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Constitution. However, the regime abused this authority, allowing the president to wield
power beyond that of parliament. This is reflected in electoral processes that were
supposed to be free and fair but in reality had not yet materialized, despite being
enshrined in the 2014 Constitution. Another indication of authoritarianism was the
military apparatus being placed under the control of the ruling powers. In practice, the
democratic ideals promoted by the regime contradicted the very conceptual framework it

claimed to uphold (Heikal, 1986).

According to James C. Scott, individual or collective protest in the form of violence
or rebellion constitutes a series of actions by the people to attain autonomy and liberate
themselves from oppression and coercion by the ruling powers. The shift toward a
capitalist economy pushed rulers to extract as much profit as possible from the people’s
vulnerability (Dani & Putra, 2020). The rise of public resistance was a means for society to
express dissatisfaction with the inequalities they experienced (Scott, 1985). The ultimate
goal of such resistance was to restore the people’s rights that had been destroyed by the

regime, so they could freely develop themselves and live in a just society.

There are several previous studies that have examined the same literary material.
Isma Fauziyah and Budi Sujati employed Antonio Gramsci’s hegemony theory to highlight
how power maintains its dominance ideologically. Their study emphasizes the political
aspect of hegemony rather than the active and symbolic forms of resistance expressed by
the people (Fauziyah & Sujati, 2019). Nour El Captan analyzed Al-Sa’dawi’s work from the
perspective of women’s prison narratives, focusing on women'’s experiences and trauma,
yet did not explore the broader social mechanisms of resistance within Egyptian society
(E1 Captan, 2023). Meanwhile, Muhammad Youssef Suwaed examined the exploitation of
women and social change in Al-Sa’dawi’s writings, but did not specifically analyze patterns
of resistance through a sociological theoretical framework (Suwaed, 2017). Further
inquiry into El Saadawi’s novel Melawan Sistem Perbudakan highlights the realistic
depiction of women’s experiences under systems of enslavement, emphasizing internal
conflict, symbolism, and solidarity in the face of oppression. This study also reveals
Saadawi’s critical stance toward the social structures that perpetuate slavery and her
portrayal of female characters’ struggles for liberation (Pratama et al., 2024). The
patriarchal domination reflected in Perempuan di Titik Nol is similarly shown to construct
a social order where women are viewed as weak and are subjected to violence in both

personal and social contexts (Srirahayu, 2022).
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Further research demonstrates that injustices toward women occur across
different stages of life—before, during, and after marriage—and manifest in physical,
mental, and sexual suffering (Suprapto & Setyorini, 2023). Women's resistance is also
portrayed through psychological transformation and the development of critical
awareness, enabling them to challenge patriarchal values and redefine their identity
(Meilani & Ahmadi, 2025). Studies on Indonesian novels indicate that resistance is not
always direct or confrontational, but can be expressed symbolically through emotional
solidarity, education, and negotiation in both domestic and public spheres (Widiarti et al.,
2025). Gender inequality has also been identified in the form of marginalization,
stereotyping, subordination, and excessive workload, countered by acts of resistance

expressed through both thought and action (Yuliyani & Andalas, 2023).

In contrast to these studies, the present research offers novelty by integrating Alan
Swingewood’s sociology of literature theory with James C. Scott’s theory of resistance
through a dialectical approach. This theoretical combination allows for a deeper
understanding of how symbolic and social forms of resistance operate simultaneously in
Muzakkarat fi Sijn al-Nisa’, reflecting the tension between authoritarian control and the

people’s struggle for freedom.

In line with this observation of resistance in Muzakkarat fi Sijn al-Nisa’ by Nawal
Al-Sa’dawi, there is evident criticism and opposition toward the regime's liberal capitalist
economic policies and the authoritarian imposition of ideology during the Sadat era, often
enforced through collaboration with external actors against segments of the population.
This aligns with James C. Scott’s framework, which emphasizes resistance to authoritarian
rule. Communities unable to engage in direct activism often resort to both overt and
covert forms of resistance. Open resistance occurs through demonstrations, while hidden
resistance involves discreet strategic planning, each with its own unique forms. The
central issue being protested is the Egyptian people’s resistance to the authoritarianism of

the ruling dictatorship (Scott, 1985).

Method

The research method to be used includes the type of research, data sources, data
collection techniques, and data analysis techniques (Pradopo, 2003). The type of research
employed is library research, Library research is deemed appropriate for this study
because the analysis focuses on textual and sociological interpretations of the novel rather

than empirical observation.. This approach involves examining, reviewing, reading, and
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comparing various references and literature sources relevant to the research theme, and
drawing conclusions from the findings (Hadi, 2002). Accordingly, this study adopts a
qualitative descriptive approach, This method allows the researcher to describe and
interpret the dynamics of power and opposition as reflected in characters, narrative
structures, and symbolic expressions.. The data sources for this research consist of words,

phrases, and sentences found in the novel Muzakkarat fi Sijn al-Nisa’ by Nawal Al-Sa’dawi.

The data collection technique in this research was carried out through library
research, as the main source of data comes from literary texts rather than from fieldwork.
the novel Muzakkarat fi Sijn al-Nisa’ by Nawal Al-Sa’dawi. This analysis is supported by
theories relevant to the research objectives, particularly Alan Swingewood’s literary
sociology approach and James C. Scott’s theory of resistance, in order to examine the
forms of resistance carried out by the people as reflected in the literary work. The choice
of this technique is adjusted to the research object, whether it be formal or material
(Spivak, 2021). In presenting the results of data analysis, the researcher will describe the
research findings narratively. The study explained the data analysis results by elaborating

on each piece of data found during the research process.

Result and Discussion

The main protagonist in the novel Muzakkarat fi Sijn al-Nisa’ is Nawal, who represents
women'’s collective resistance against Egypt’s authoritarian and patriarchal system.
Through her imprisonment, Nawal narrates the struggle of women who face political
oppression, social injustice, and gender-based discrimination. The storyline reflects
resistance to the repressive political structure under the Egyptian regime and highlights

how individual experiences become a form of collective protest.

Public Resistance in Egypt

James Scott’s concept of social resistance highlights the injustices experienced by
the people at the hands of state authorities. Economic policies that emphasize openness
have, in fact, placed pressure on society in maintaining their livelihoods. The state, which
should serve as a protector of its citizens, instead fails to show supportive action, giving

rise to resistance movements (Scott, 1985).

Scott argues that protests carried out by individuals or groups—sometimes
involving violence or rebellion—are natural responses by society to achieve autonomy

and to break free from the pressure and oppression imposed by those in power. The shift
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toward a capitalist economy has led the political elite to exploit society’s vulnerabilities for
their own maximum gain. The emergence of public resistance reflects a way for the people
to express dissatisfaction with the various injustices they face (Scott, 1985). The ultimate
aim is to restore the rights that have been stripped away by the ruling powers, enabling
people to freely develop themselves and live justly. As a result, various forms of resistance

against the Egyptian authorities have emerged (Asiyah & Artono, 2020).

1. Open Resistance
James C. Scott describes open resistance as a form of resistance that is clearly visible,
concrete, and involves direct communication between opposing parties, such as between
the authorities and the public (Scott, 1990). Open resistance may include acts of open
rebellion, such as demonstrations, which are carried out in a structured and coordinated
manner by leaders and participants involved in the resistance. The following are examples

of open resistance carried out by the public against the Egyptian authorities:

a. Resistance Through Demonstrations

Open resistance includes organized movements planned systematically through
cooperation between leaders and members participating in the resistance (Scott, 1990).
For example, in Egypt, public resistance against the ruling regime at the time triggered a
series of student demonstrations at Ain Shams University and Alexandria University.
These students voiced their opposition to the Infitah political policy, which they believed
had harmed the Egyptian people. The demonstrations were eventually suppressed after
President Anwar Sadat deployed the Egyptian military (Febriana et al., 2020). In addition,
Sadat implemented new security regulations related to political activities on university
campuses, including threats of life imprisonment and even the death penalty for activists
opposing the regime (Erlich, 2005). At that time, the situation in Egypt prompted many
citizens—students in particular—to take to the streets of Cairo in protest, as illustrated in

the following quote:

S G o o) 3L JIB .. ae adls @l g’i o Seele B LIN aliaas olg
Sl o Ll caley L adbll Jte 2absll clallall § 3S5Lal) ol
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 237) Ausly | § A3gate —uS Y (e 192815 Cpusyally

“The headmistress did not expel me: I learned from my father that he had
defended me... He told the headmistress that female students also had the right
to participate in national demonstrations, just like the male students... I also
heard that the lecturers, both women and men, defended me because I was an
outstanding student.”
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Based on the quote above, student protests and demonstrations began taking place
in the streets of Cairo. Likewise, activists from political parties, the press, and religious
organizations raised their voices against the poor policies implemented by Anwar Sadat.
They demanded the revocation of Egypt’s agreement with the United States and the
rejection of the capitalist economic system that had begun to take hold of their country.
Anwar Sadat did not remain silent in the face of this growing movement. He ordered the
Egyptian Minister of Defense to deploy military and police forces. As a result, many
students and activists who opposed Sadat’s policies were arrested. As stated by Thayyib,
“Sadat closed universities and twenty academies, targeting political activists who voiced
opposition to the government in Egypt” (Thayyib, 1981). Despite this, the public did not

remain passive and continued to resist by openly criticizing the regime.

b. Resistance Through the Media

According to James C. Scott, resistance through media falls under the category of
more open or public forms of opposition. Media-based resistance can be part of what Scott
calls the “public transcript”—openly declared resistance (Scott, 1985). This occurs when
groups or individuals deliberately and openly challenge authority or power structures
through media channels such as newspapers, radio broadcasts, television, and social
media platforms. This form of resistance was carried out by the Egyptian public through
articles in various newspapers and radio broadcasts that opposed the regime. In 1977,
around seven underground newspapers were published by left-wing groups in Egypt.
Their influence and development grew to such an extent that the Egyptian authorities,
through the Ministry of Information, introduced new regulations aimed at exerting full
control over newspaper publications (Erlich, 2005). This is illustrated in the following

excerpt:

@ HblyBgall o) Jsds Kl g 3 pdll G AbalBganidl e Siamny JI5y
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 147) .4bd> Cewdd yimn
“News of the arrests in Egypt topped global headlines. Sadat had thrown his
opponents into prison, yet he continued to speak of democracy. Even the
announcer on Voice of America said that democracy in Egypt is not genuine”
Based on the excerpt above, it is evident that the Egyptian authorities exercised
strong control over official media outlets. The passage clearly reveals the contradiction

between Sadat’s democratic claims and his repressive actions toward political opponents.

By showing this irony, the novel criticizes how the regime used the idea of democracy to
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justify its power while suppressing freedom of expression. The reference to the Voice of
America emphasizes that even international observers recognized the lack of genuine

democracy in Egypt.

Nevertheless, a number of journalists and independent publishers made efforts to
disseminate uncensored and unedited information. Their work represents small but
meaningful acts of defiance against the regime’s control over public discourse. In Sa’dawi’s
narrative, this spirit of resistance mirrors the broader struggle for truth and justice, where

expressing reality itself becomes a form of opposition to authoritarian power.

c. Resistance Through Sending Letters to the Authorities

Prisoners sent letters to the authorities in the hope that their criticisms would be
heard and responded to by those in power. One of their main hopes was that the
authorities would consider their release or improve the conditions of their detention. They
may have felt that this was the only way they could communicate their grievances to the

relevant authorities (Amin, 2011). This is illustrated in the following excerpt:

o¥ Byleadl sda was @y Lghe i Laamdll ol camall @ @ Sxupias Uy

o Lyl s ol Jb Led 4513 us Q Lyic oxadl U1y oluaall clyg s

oo Slagyme podl G L ¥ Gl cont mpel] Aslud¥ly dpgilall Ggaxl)

(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 281) .Ld| 4>4l! P“F'” dydxd 3>

“We have read your statement in the newspapers that preventive detention is

not a punishment. We cannot understand this statement, because being

imprisoned behind bars is a punishment in itself. Furthermore, we are also being

deprived of the legal and human rights due to a suspect under investigation. To

this day, we are still denied the right to know the charges brought against us”.

Based on the excerpt above, sending letters or petitions to the authorities was part
of the legal and administrative procedures that allowed prisoners to fight for their rights.
These letters could include appeals, requests for clemency, or demands for a case review.
The reason prisoners sent letters to the authorities at that time was because, when
Mubarak was appointed president, he promised to improve the economic situation and
address social issues, to combat corruption, and to release religious and political leaders
who had been imprisoned under Sadat's regime (Haynes, 1997). Based on the excerpt
above, student demonstrations and protests began to take place in the streets of Cairo.
Likewise, political party activists, the press, and religious organizations voiced their
opposition to the poor policies implemented by Anwar Sadat. They demanded the

annulment of Egypt's agreement with the United States and the rejection of the capitalist
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economic system that was beginning to take hold of their country. Anwar Sadat did not
remain silent in the face of this public movement. He ordered Egypt’s Minister of Defense
to deploy military and police forces. From that moment on, arrests were made targeting
students and activists who criticized Sadat’s policies. As Thayyib stated, “Sadat shut down
universities and twenty academies, even those political activists who voiced their
opposition to the government in Egypt. Nonetheless, the people did not remain silent and

continued to resist by criticizing the authorities, as illustrated in the quote below:

poctly sie Lo S Jobl Bgw alaall dlily :mlall Ge Busly couess
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 286) .uge a]l

“A woman wearing a niqab spoke passionately: “By Almighty God, I will say

everything I have to say. Let the oppressor hear it.”

Criticism and resistance began to emerge as a result of the Egyptian government’s
system that failed to meet the people's needs. These demonstrations occurred because the
government’s policies did not align with Egypt's democratic ideals. The authoritarian
regime tended to violate human rights, including the freedoms of speech, assembly, and
association. Repressive actions such as arbitrary arrests, torture, and even executions
were often used to silence opposition. The absence of freedom of expression is reflected in

the following excerpt:

N3 e Gbl d leasd | éi Lo ST Y BT Lgasd suus uad 1oddy

(Al- ol 4y S oF 4> oo olad] U85 Abldgans Lpd Wl o (29,4l

Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 285)
“And I said: “It’s not against him personally. I never write against anyone on a
personal level. I have my own views and thoughts. A country should be
democratic, and every person should have the right to express their opinion

freely.”
gm‘ @_ub !Zt.q.g.ﬁﬂ BIICS] pe Joi e ‘“_5‘-3.4'451‘ aad) Cdlats S all (SO :cddg
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 288) .Lple guanall da3lall 3
“And 1 said: “But the struggle demands objective criticism to prevent th;z
repetition of defeat! And my name ended up on the list of those who incurred his
wrath.”
Based on the excerpt above, the criticism of the Egyptian government by activists
and students continued even after Nawal and her colleagues were imprisoned. They
expressed solidarity with the injustice faced by the detained activists. These

demonstrations were intended to demand the release of the prisoners, as shown in the

excerpt below:
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Zt__wali <yl ‘aui sluddl oo Olyallaag law @ S Adle dos b
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 217) .clie 7 1,80

“A large international campaign is on your side, and women are demonstrating

in front of Egyptian embassies demanding your release.”

Based on the above excerpt, the condition of the activists in prison prompted the
public not to stay silent but to protest through demonstrations. They joined in protests
that were broadcast on Egyptian television in 1981. Especially since Nawal was known as
a strong and revolutionary Egyptian woman, the people insisted that the authorities

release Nawal and the other activists from prison. As reflected in the quote below:

cladga ...&?ijléy‘j elBusyly o lazdly P92 XK cle uj.ILW.g Lol L seldly
B Boa> Jal (o alalio 9 A89ym0 Ailgyg Udtuws 35K cold Llald 5o
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 205) .o Lud ¥l &y

“And here, people ask about you every day... the neighbors... the friends, and the

relatives... Your stance is incredibly strong—you are an independent writer, a

well-known novelist, and a fighter for women’s rights and human freedom.”

Based on the excerpt above, it is clear that society tried to resist and push for the
release of the imprisoned activists. However, the authorities remained indifferent to the
people’s voices, which sparked outrage among university students and campus activists.
On January 15, 1972, students staged a protest in the main hall of the Faculty of
Engineering at Cairo University. Their action was also supported by Pan-Arabism activists

and supporters of Palestinian independence.

2. Hidden (Covert) Resistance

James C. Scott defines hidden resistance as a form of resistance carried out by
individuals or groups through less structured processes. This kind of resistance often
reflects a gradual form of dissent, involving careful consideration of resistance methods,
desired outcomes, and individual decisions in balancing the will and ability to resist.
According to Scott, hidden resistance refers to acts of dissent, criticism, or protest that are
covert and often go unnoticed by those in power. It is resistance carried out quietly or
beyond the reach of the authorities. Hidden resistance can occur in various contexts,
including within prisons where strategies are secretly developed among communities

living under authoritarian rule (Scott, 1990).

In the prison context, detainees united in covert resistance may carry out actions

that go unseen by guards or authorities. In the following excerpt, the prisoners criticize
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the authorities' decision to group different religious and ideological detainees together—
questioning whether this was a tactic to divide and weaken them. Ironically, the result was
increased unity and the formation of strategic resistance among the prisoners in response

to the oppressive actions of the regime. This is reflected in the excerpt below:

sl Osmadl U1y mele Lasmill o¥5a q@ Wodl o 13] 1 Jeluds LSy
3 L sy 03] B sl olis oy aasdly Lal Sy 2asladl 2zall
oyl Ll pe ool g grased) e caylasll eladl s 13U Susly polie

(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 215) S Oszmad| U515 (g auaa clia, of elld,

“We kept asking ourselves: If the state accuses these detainees of inciting
sectarian strife, hatred, and animosity among the people, then why did it place
them all in the same prison ward? Why did it imprison radical Muslims alongside
Christians, right-wing and left-wing activists? Does the state want them to
destroy each other inside the prison?”

J>1s paladdl a=s apesdl (i pligd) sl Liled W&l g2 Sus g1 ST
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 227) .4us,lall Jilad S o oxad!

“But what happened was exactly the opposite. Harmony prevailed among

everyone. Mutual understanding was achieved inside the prison among all

factions of the opposition.”

Based on the excerpt above, the prisoners engaged in resistance by secretly writing
about the authorities. They documented the policies and actions of those in power in a

discreet manner, which could later serve as evidence or as a means to confront oppression

(Al-Sa'dawi, 2010).

The Factors Behind Public Resistance Against the Egyptian Authorities

1. Authoritarian Leadership

The Egyptian authorities engaged in abuse of power, where the president held more
authority than the parliament. Free and fair elections had not yet been realized in Egypt,
despite the 2014 Constitution explicitly calling for them. In practice, civilian and military
control differed significantly—military forces were actually commanded directly by the
president. The democratic elements that the leadership claimed to support contradicted
the very principles they had promoted (Heikal, 1986). This is reflected in the following

excerpt:
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Oplally B,aldl e of Baldl Lpdaiw comsy Aol uy § Laie el S

(Al Aaludl cpo @l cposll Cagsdly of Cayally (azdl ogilally ol mualsll

Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 22)

“Everything in our country is in the hands of the state, under its direct or

indirect control—through clear laws or hidden ones, through tradition or
through an old chronic fear of authority.”

Based on the excerpt above, the Egyptian ruler during Anwar Sadat’s era had
misused the power entrusted to him. He made drastic policy changes, even reversing the
direction set during Nasser’s rule. Whereas Nasser promoted socialism and anti-Western
imperialism in pursuit of justice and social equality for all citizens, Sadat shifted toward
the capitalist Infitdh ("Open Door") policy. This policy welcomed foreign capital and

investment and fostered closer cooperation with the West for the sake of economic growth

and development. This transformation is illustrated in the following excerpt:

(Al- Hgamall (b b ¢lg 1l ‘3 B9y Ul Yo el e Lol Q B8 Slaludly
Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 123)

“And Sadat is perched high in the sky. A king—greater even than King Farouk in

his prime—even if all he asks for is birds' milk.”

In addition, Sadat’s contradictory approach extended to his media policies. Although
freedom of the press was one of the democratic elements he supposedly championed, in
reality, Sadat ordered the publishers of Al-Ahram to spread misinformation about his
opponents (Syamsudin, 1988). Al-Ahram is one of the most influential publications in
shaping political opinion in Egypt, dating back to the pro-revolution era, and today
includes a strategic studies center that serves as a major source of analysis and
information about Egypt, the Middle East, and Africa (Sihbudi, 1995). This abuse of power

is captured in the following excerpt from the novel:

e Bl clens da ala¥l (e Gsliad 1) 15T Ll Sy Ly daay 13U
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 22) .J3 @ JiII Bss (e ol aslall § gl

“Why do you say one thing to me, and write the opposite in the newspaper?” He

replied, “If I get fired from Al-Ahram, will you feed and educate my children?”

People are so afraid of humiliation that they live in it.”

This excerpt demonstrates that Sadat, as Egypt’s ruler, did not accommodate
democratic governance. James C. Scott argues that authoritarian rule is characterized by
strong control and centralized power in the hands of the central government.
Authoritarian leaders often maintain tight control over their territory and citizens and

enforce rigid rules and regulations (Scott, 2000).
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2. Human Rights Violations

One of the acts of human rights violations was the Egyptian regime’s suppression of
public dissent. In response to criticism and resistance from the people, Sadat introduced
new security regulations that impacted both public activity and campus environments
(Arabella et al., 2024). These regulations threatened life imprisonment and even the death
penalty for activists who opposed the regime. After being ratified on February 11, 1977,
anyone involved in resistance was labeled a threat to the state and subjected to
punishment (Erlich, 2005). “When the storm was over, Sadat proclaimed new security
measures, stipulating life imprisonment, even capital punishment, for subversive
activities, including the organizing of worker’s strikes. On 11 February, the measures were
ratified by a referendum and the president was enabled to effectively avert further radical
leftist initiatives. He then proceeded to purge the campuses of politicians and politics”

(Erlich, 2005).

This situation is reflected in scenes where Egyptian police forcibly arrested activists

and writers under Sadat’s orders. This is portrayed in the following excerpt:

(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 95) .La ) l95Ll>9

“They knocked on the door, but I refused to open it. They had no warrant from

the prosecutor. They broke down the door and dragged me here.”

This excerpt shows that writers who dared to criticize government policies risked
imprisonment. This reflects the situation experienced by Nawal, who was taken from her
home by police acting under orders from the regime. As she descended from her
apartment, she saw a woman carrying her child, who shouted, “There is no justice for

anyone who dares to criticize Sadat.” This is further illustrated in the following excerpt:

@Aphg.\}iﬁéﬂaﬁ&»lyy\j§blyu4éﬁbﬁudal§éﬂaﬁw
43\4_‘! uLC- )JLE.” ...\._l...>5_” 929 wodas=dl )‘Jj )uta,ai é..,\.” 92 ,...L.>‘3 d..?-) Yl L“S\rnt'-
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 51) .6 a5 of

“Absolute imprisonment, without legal or human rights... Detention whose end is
known only to one man—the man who issued the order—and he alone has the
power to cancel or change it.”

Based on this excerpt, individuals who sought to criticize Sadat’s policies faced

imprisonment. This clearly contradicts democratic principles, which are supposed to
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ensure the freedom of every citizen to participate in national decision-making (Wibowo,

2017). As portrayed in the excerpt below:
oo 0K S Q Caat) U8 ANy L_51)_11 Ly e daslull 5yl Lab.;ag‘ <ol 13
Lo G99 LeSlmo Gouy omudl U530 (o S (52 5 oo 2 hENL dlas @Il

(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 'cﬁm d.>‘..3 O ..L>~‘3 g &a_'?ﬁ PJ [KYPNE: ,ZLQ:’.‘)? 034.33

215)
“If the voices of freedom defending the right to free expression have been raised
all over the world demanding my release and the release of all those imprisoned
without trial, charge, or crime, then why hasn't a single voice been heard from
within Egypt itself?”

(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, § wsailly Joaall § eyt 5a1uly,0l58¥) cianS amdl i
p. 95)
“Has it reached the point where mouths are sealed shut and fear has settled in
minds and souls?”
From this excerpt, it becomes clear that not only activists but also writers who

addressed freedom of speech and criticized the Egyptian regime were subjected to severe

punishment.

3. Social Injustice

Social injustice occurred when the government began discriminating between
different social classes in Egypt, particularly between the poor and the wealthy. For
impoverished citizens, accessing justice and their basic rights as Egyptians became
increasingly difficult. Meanwhile, Sadat’s lifestyle starkly contrasted with that of the
people living in poverty. He reportedly owned 120 vacation homes, many of which were
renovated at the cost of billions of Egyptian pounds. Additionally, he increasingly engaged
with Western activists (Amstrong, 2003). This disparity is reflected in the following

excerpt:

POCERE I | @ L oy e tjlﬁ.l\ p,l]é_!\ Jie p.”a lda (oMl gus odldg

(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 199) . Juls g1 O9a daslladl Lisally gl e poldl Lide

“One of the cellmates said: "This is injustice, just like the injustice we are

experiencing. Here we are in prison, judged for treason and sectarian incitement

without any evidence."

Based on the excerpt above, it is evident that the policies under Anwar Sadat were
marked by abuse of power. His regime suppressed the Egyptian people, especially writers,

activists, and politicians who offered criticism but were never given the opportunity to

express their views (Muhammed, 2020). Is expressing an opinion or having independent
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ideas a crime? Is a writer so dangerous that they must be silenced through unjust
imprisonment? This reality of social injustice is further described by Nawal in the

following quote:

Yy die 518 ¥ gua=dll Idag e adag 093l ady Ao sda icuasy iy
(Al-Sa’dawi, 2019, p. 255) 148 Uluc
“l said angrily: "This is a country without law and without justice. This
investigation is pointless and completely unjust!”
The quote above illustrates the unstable state of democratic law. Citizens who dared
to criticize the government at that time were forcibly taken by the military to Barrages
prison without a clear arrest warrant. Similarly, the investigations conducted on detainees

were inconsistent with Egyptian legal procedures.

Conclusion

The results of this research show that there are two forms of resistance carried out
by the people against the Egyptian rulers: open resistance and hidden resistance. Open
resistance refers to movements conducted systematically with coordination between
leaders and participating members. This can be seen when the people resist through
demonstrations by the public and student groups, resistance through media, writing
articles, and sending letters to the Egyptian authorities.Meanwhile, hidden resistance
tends not to have a visible manifestation of action because it is individual in nature and
considered to influence the existing order within a person. This resistance occurs when
people detained in prison resist by secretly developing strategies and uniting within the
prison. The resistance carried out by the people against the Egyptian rulers occurred due
to three factors: authoritarian rulers, human rights violations, and social injustice within
society perpetrated by the Egyptian authorities. Theoretically, this research expands the
study of Arabic literary sociology by uncovering the representation of social forms of
resistance through James C. Scott’s theory, while also contributing to the strengthening of
interdisciplinary studies that connect literature, power, and resistance in the modern Arab

world.
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