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Abstract 

Request is a face-threatening act (FTA) that requires the ability of the speaker not only in the 
language itself, but also in applying the language used in its context. One of the social dimensions, 
named social distance, proposed by Holmes (2001), is found to be given its influence in the use of 
request. In this study, the writers wanted to know about request strategies spoken by Margaret 
Tate (a leader) to Andrew Paxton (her assistant) before and after their contract marriage, as seen in 
The Proposal movie. The writer used qualitative approach supported by quantitative data. The 
findings of this research show that in general, there are some similarities and differences of the use 
of request strategies before as well as after the contract marriage. In general, it can be assumed that 
Margaret's higher social status is giving more influences to the requests spoken to Andrew rather 
than the social distance itself. 
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Introduction 

According to Trosborg (1994, p. 187), request is an 
illocutionary act whereby a speaker (requester) 
conveys to a hearer (requestee) that he or she 
wants the requestee to perform an act, which is for 
the benefit of the speaker. Moreover, the function 
or purpose of request is to involve the hearer in 
some future actions, which have positive 
consequences for the speaker (p. 15). 

Request is one of the essential linguistic topics to 
analyze since it is defined as a face-threatening act 
(FTA) that requires the ability of the speaker not 
only in the language itself, but also in applying the 
language used in its context. Significantly, in order 
to make a request, people have to be careful 
because it can be considered something that 
burdens the addressee. Besides, the requester also 
runs the risk of losing face him or herself, as the 
requestee (the hearer) may choose to refuse to 
comply with his or her wishes (p. 188). Therefore, 
a speaker needs to apply the appropriate strategy 
to convey what he or she wants to say to the 
hearer.  

There are ten request strategies proposed by 
Trosborg (1991, p. 76 and 1994, pp. 192-204) as 
seen in the following figure1.  
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Conclusion 

This research is only a small scale of research, 
which only used a movie as its source of data and 
paid attention only to one social variable, named 
social distance. Therefore, the writers recommend 
other researchers to conduct further studies about 
requests, for example by involving more social 
variables, such as gender, social status, age, and 

etcetera. The further studies might also be more 
interesting if the researchers use more movies as 
the source of data. It is because movies can be a 
good media to learn some linguistic features. 
Besides, the other researchers can also conduct a 
further study about requests which compares 
verbal requests and non-verbal requests (for 
instance a request stated by making an eye 
contact). 
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