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Abstract

This paper examined an activity-based approach that fosters Arabic paragraph writing
of AFL (Arabic as a Foreign Language) undergraduate learners at The New College,
Chennai, India. A total of 25 learners were chosen for this study. They participated in
the selected activities to improve their paragraph writing skills in Arabic. The chosen
group showed signs of progress in this activity-based approach. For this study, the data
were collected through quantitative and qualitative questionnaires before and after the
activities. The results showed that the activity-based approach brought about potential
changes in their paragraph writing skills. This study has both pedagogical and policy-
level implications for fostering paragraph writing skills. The pedagogical implications
emphasize the value of learner-centred tactics in improving Arabic paragraph writing
abilities, and the policy-level implications underline the need to introduce learner-centric
language teaching methodologies in higher education.

Keywords: Activity-Based Learning; Arabic; Paragraph Writing; Classroom Activities;
Arabic as a Foreign Language; AFL

INTRODUCTION

Teaching and learning are intertwined in the educational sphere. Only education
aspires to provide its learners with the required knowledge and empower them with a
variety of skills that are necessary for any individual to excel in their chosen fields.
Teachers are the central figure and must establish standards ideal for their learners to
give the youth and multitudes the correct information. They must be knowledgeable
about the issue and sufficiently competent. David C. Berliner and Barak Rosenshine
believe that a description of how knowledge is acquired in the classroom must, at the
very least, concentrate on the curriculum to be taught, the method by which information
iIs communicated, and the teacher's role in encouraging the acquisition of knowledge and
skills for classroom instruction to be interesting, understandable, and enjoyable. The
retention capacity of learners is impacted by placing more emphasis on practical learning
in the classroom. For the students to enjoy the class and set goals, the teachers must be
flexible in response to the changing demands of the learners and the classroom
environment. One such approach is activity-based learning (ABL), which is a learning
process where learners are continuously engaged (Helena, 2010). "activity-based
learning™ refers to a teaching method where learners actively engage in the learning
process rather than simply listening. Today's teachers place a strong emphasis on the
learner, and they begin by considering their pupils while developing their lesson plans
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for teaching writing skills.

One of the most challenging skills to master when learning a language is writing.
When teaching students how to write paragraphs, teachers must pay particular attention
to the learners. Using an activity-based approach in teaching paragraphs has a vital
impact on raising learners' attention and learning results when motivating and training
learners to develop paragraph writing skills. The innovative pedagogical techniques
employed by teachers and the learners' enthusiasm for their language learning can both
have an impact on how well any language skills are taught. Writing skills are one of the
most challenging skills in LSRW and require particular concentration for every learner.
This study looks at ways to improve the Arabic paragraph writing skills of select AFL
learners.

Activity-based learning involves students taking an active role in the learning
process rather than just passively trying to absorb lectures. Its fundamental tenet is that
learning ought to include performing some practical experiments and activities rather
than primarily listening to lectures. The goal of activity-based teaching is for a teacher
to actively involve learners in teaching, captivating them to participate in their learning.
In some ancient modes of education, the teacher was frequently seen as a subject matter
expert who only imparted knowledge to the learners. In this setting, learners were
expected to function like sponges, soaking up information without special effort.
Although the pupils were instructed, there was only sometimes a strong emphasis on
their participation and active learning inside the classroom.

However, in activity-based instruction, the teacher employs several strategies to
engage the pupils and turn them into partners in their learning. In this kind of setting, the
teacher's role is to function as a facilitator for the learners, and they need to engage them
and ensure that they take an active part in the learning process, which can be frequently
achieved by developing several activities and projects that learners do as they learn. The
educator must exert much effort while using activity-based learning. When employing
this approach, teachers must design courses and lesson plans that allow learners to
participate in their education. There are ten classroom-based activities devised and used
to improve the Arabic paragraph writing skills of AFL Learners at The New College.
This study describes how implementing classroom-based activities can help learners
develop their Arabic paragraph writing skills.

METHOD

Teaching Arabic paragraph writing skills to non-native speakers of Arabic is
always challenging. Itis not easy for teachers of other languages to teach Arabic writing
skills to non-native speakers of Arabic. Teachers need help training their learners in
paragraph writing and making them write general paragraphs in Arabic. The teachers
have been trying different approaches to teaching Arabic writing skills. They have found
that most learners need help learning to write broad paragraphs in Arabic and express
their thoughts effectively in Arabic. The same learning issue exists among The New
College learners who need more confidence and are hesitant to write general paragraphs
in Arabic. They require assistance through an activity-based approach. This study
explores the implementation of classroom activities aimed at enhancing Arabic
paragraph writing skills. In addition, this study tries to find out whether or not
implementing the selected activities increases the learners’ confidence and motivation
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to write general paragraphs in Arabic. This study hypothesizes that when the selected
activity-based activities are implemented in the classes chosen to teach Arabic paragraph
writing skills, there is significant learning from the selected learners. This study was
guided by one central research question, which is listed below (i) How can implementing
classroom-based activities help learners develop their Arabic paragraph writing skills?

For this study, 25 learners were selected, and only 15 were active participants in
all 10 activities that were being taught in a bilingual approach (English and Arabic).
They were enrolled in The New College's third year of a B.A. in Arabic. The
experimental group of 15 learners received activity-based training. As stated in the
research design, they were tested twice. Ten days of lessons included ten different
activities.

The experimentation group consisted of 25 learners. They had an assessment
(pre-test) of their Arabic paragraph writing proficiency before the start of the study. The
activities were developed based on how they performed. The participants were told about
the study's objective. The two actions they had to conduct during the trial phase were
explained to them. First, ten exercises were used to help the learners improve their
paragraph-writing abilities, and then they were given quantitative and qualitative
questionnaires to assess those abilities. Additionally, they were instructed to email the
teachers and communicate with them through Google Classroom. During the study
period, the learners were asked to ask questions to help clarify their worries about
paragraph writing techniques.

The respondents' pretest and post-test results students' responses were evaluated
using the grading procedure. The results of the pretest and post-test were handled as
numerical data, enabling statistical analysis. Conducting student interviews was a part
of the research's qualitative component. To learn more in-depth information about the
student's opinions and experiences with the activity-based approach, semi-structured
interviews were employed. Throughout the discussions, students were encouraged to
express their opinions about the method's success in enhancing their paragraph-writing
abilities. The participants were encouraged to express their views about the success of
learning activities in enhancing their paragraph-writing capabilities. To find recurring
themes and patterns in the students' responses, these interviews were transcribed and
subject to a thematic analysis. Analysis of the qualitative data helped better understand
how the learners felt about the intervention and added important context to the
quantitative results.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This study followed the process-genre approach of Badger and White (2000) as
the theoretical background to teach paragraph writing to select learners through ten
classroom activities. Here are the ten classroom activities applied in this study:

1. Word Generation / &L ades

To develop learners’ vocabulary generation skills the teacher needs to give one
topic to the group. The group needs to generate 100 words for the given topic. Finally,

they will consolidate all the words. Group work (10 learners). For example, topic: 41

sudxtl (The New College). Words: College, institute, arts, languages, Chennai,
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mosque, university, playground, football, teacher, teaching, learning, lessons, class,
classrooms, auditorium (clad cggid can (AS gludd 8,8 ccals dasls cdmus
4cls ca.”g.wb.) dj@é LM coe c‘Q.Laj 4{&.’51:3 cuye ‘fﬁ..\é)

2. Sentence Generation/ soall (el cuS,s

To develop learners' sentence-generation skills. Nature of Activity group work
(10 learners). The teacher needs to give one theme (Paragraph topic) to a group and
instruct them to write five sentences each. Finally, the teacher will consolidate all the

sentences. For example, topic: s.uaxtl 481 (The New College) Use the sentences
provided (ale (AT 9 s pdy Bude ‘aLwéT 4§ gy BAS AS Buasl 4K
oolyke sl A LS o g LIS § Dl sue).

A
31101.20232:20

Picture 1. Nature of Activity group work
3. A-Z (é-i) Vocabulary Generation with Relevance/ alall culd culy,all adgs

To develop learners’ vocabulary generation with relevance through an A-Z
method. The nature of the activity group task and the procedure is learners are given an
alphabet each and instructed to write as many words as possible on the given theme with
relevance. Then consolidate them and check their level of relevant vocabulary on the
given theme at the end. For example, theme: Write 5 appropriate words on Education,
Learning and Institution by commencing with letters » and < (every 5 words).

Relevant Words:

Letter &

Letter S

4. Topic Sentence Creation/ 4zl &lgie s Lad)

To develop learners’ topic sentence generation skills. The nature of the activity
is individual work. The procedure is the teacher needs to give one paragraph without a
topic sentence. learners are asked to write appropriate topic sentences. For example topic

sentence: eulac aly wi )/ India is a great country, paragraph:
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Aol cloasd! ) Jswosll 26lSals 350l puer piedy Slics Luzmio Lley allas Lead o
Onelas Jid (o DIl qlad @y ealadl) (o Jle Sstanes il pais (b Jsdas e
il e BT laaladly LIS 8 Ayl Aliolge e mqaundd mug Tz Loyls ruyke
oo Ay ey wlapall oo ddadl L Il Gull (3 degy 8: LSS Lylo) oy Aadas

Led Sl Gl Bl aa ) aad ccllid dme @i bl Ld ny ) ol L
5. Supporting Sentence Creation/ suelul! Jazd! ¢ Léd)

To develop learners’ supporting sentence-generation skills. The nature of the
activity is individual work. The procedure is The teacher needs to give a topic sentence
and a concluding sentence without supporting sentences. learners are asked to write
appropriate supporting sentences. For example, paragraph (without supporting
sentences):

Led gl @b 3 ol @y a wd

i)t el A G
Agd Gl Gl B
Paragraph with supporting sentences: @dac oy a !
il ara aiedy lias duzem Biley pllas Lead ol L iuall @Ilall § olaldl G512 il
el (e Jle Sty il @25 (L . Jgdnn yaug dall leusdl | Jgum ol 2i8aly
3 Ayl Aoy (e peasmdd o Tz Loyt cappe Oralas Ui e lall lad o2y
gl i) bl @ dmgy BelaS Lipyls) @iy Aaglas il e (s claslzdly LK
BISCe il il eIl am s ol Ld iy S ol Ll e STl ey cslaial!l oy
Led Siegall Gl
6. Concluding Sentence Generation/ 4w liz)! dasl (des

To develop learners’ concluding sentence generation skills. Nature of activity:
Group work (25 learners) and the procedure is the teacher needs to give one paragraph
without a concluding sentence. learners are asked to write appropriate concluding
sentences. For example, paragraph (without concluding sentence):

Sl araz aiedy lias duzes Byl allas Lead ol L iuall @Iladl § olaldl G50 2 il
ekl e Jle Ssianay i) @ais (Gl Jsdne yan &bl cleused) ) Jgiosll 261K
G Ayl Alslge e merumdd @ing sz Lopds caae cnalae Jid (oo ol mylad oy
gl ua Gl § dzmgy 3ol Lnylo) g Aagdas aidl e sl alaallly LI

......... I i ol Led iay @1 ol L) (e a2S0lg oLy lapial] oy
Concluding sentences:  dud _iuall Glis GISe il cad
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7. Organizing sentences in Paragraph/ 5,34 § Jus| eulais

To develop learners’ sentence-organizing skills for paragraph writing. Nature of
activity: individual work and the procedure is the teacher needs to give paragraphs in
jumbled sentence order. learners are asked to organize sentences in a paragraph. For

example, paragraph (in a jumbled order/ aalisll Jozt!):
Ttz Loy Ot Orelae Jid oo A olad o2 edal] (o Jle Sotones ail eais Lls
Slaalaly LIS § dwlydl dlislsn (e @iz dd @i
Led Giald Bl G aid) o el dseyds
DLy Lozl cpe dydadl il ol (3 amgy 86 LaSs Lilo) @iy daglas aidl (e (s
(ool Led Gy @l ol Ladll e il
Aol Sleasd! ) Jgvosll 26lSaks 39l puaz aiads 3lies dummio Liley allai Lead Yo
Jsdae yau
Led Gl @Jladl 8 olaldl 351 2 sl
Organized sentences/ delasld! Jozt!
Sl par aady . 3lias Aumas Ayley allas Lead gl Lpd Jiaall @Il § oladdl 351 2 il
eedaddl oo Jle Sotus digdl @ais (L . Jgdan paug ddall cleusd) J Jgumgll 218l
3 Halyll islge e measndd o Tz Lot Gt relas i oo Dl wlad oy
apdadl Zua Gl @ dmgy BelaS Lpylo) g Aagdas aadl e (sl olaalally LK
BISCe il cas i AT ol Led amy G il Ll o 1019 cuedlllg culagiall ey
Lod igall Gl
8. Writing a Paragraph with Coherence/ 1|l ae 8,48 4,18

Group A Group- B
Picture 2. Nature of Activity group work coordinate with their friends to make sentences
To improve learners’ paragraph writing skills with coherence. Nature of activity:
individual task and the procedure is in any class, after regular lessons are taught, learners
should be instructed to write sentences from the prescribed text(s) with coherence. This
sets a platform for learners to come up with more sentences related to the text(s) with
coherence, which later will help them coordinate with their friends to make sentences of
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their own. The teacher has handled the following paragraph/essay and explained the text
as follows:

Drgsg Laps
e 23y ygisus Ay e s3] (2 @B § OA) aly AST s ygisus Wiad Sl
585 b sy Jaill¥ el ol (o 3855 3011 280,a8) sl 3,401 oLl
AL lmysdl als doudl ondl lach 5S1,05 5usmall wodl 4id
e sy @lladl § 2l 2yalara¥ly Aalasll b Ladl) ;S1,L eal e iyl sdd S
alally o LSOy culasledl (o dyally 8yg s 7lusg Bube liaS
Wl ol ez 00 a6 93811 IS Lall oyl BhagB sl (e 2Ll IS (AT
Bl SLlaiall S50 0555 0 L s yguons Lipts § SLlEYI (o o] el &
Aegiall duelea¥ly il

The learners have written the following sentences with coherence as follows:
S s (P -chygagd Apua )
B Agad (P -ygages dpis .Y
Sl LYl 3,4l doLadl e a5 Y
Baseill el Aiia Lpd Axsdy ¢
ool gl b iz
Allall mlimygdl s azsis
EAAPREINPA LD (PRVEITL LIV
Ly el b sy
e LaioWo By Awwliad) clalaill 5S50

(o]

o > <

9. Short Paragraph Writing/ s jxs 8,44 4,LS

To develop learners’ short-paragraph writing skills. Nature of activity: group
work (10 learners each) and the procedure is ten learners are to be assigned to a group.
2 groups are to be formed and each should be given one theme. learners should be
instructed to write a paragraph in the following way:

S1 - Topic Sentence
S2 - S9 - Supporting Sentences
S10 - Concluding Sentence

The teacher has given two topics namely: The Time (=dg4ll) and My Family

(Grsl)
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10. Using Pictures to Write a Paragraph/ 8,48 4L jguall alaseiul

To develop learners’ paragraph writing skills through pictures. Nature of
activity: group work and the procedure is the teacher needs to select 10 learners in a
group. The group should be assigned a picture and encouraged to write a paragraph
using clues given in the picture

Picture: 10 pictures illustrating various geographical places and people of the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to write a par\agraph 0N 43 sall 4y jall ASLaall

Supporting sentencés: .

il g | Lasog 3 455 &1 Aalaill (2 ¢ 3holie (e To3gand] Lppall ALl 3 )
DA degole (ol Lpdg cuzs

2a,SL 38 lesdl @ 8 Gl oy Slesedl (29 DU iyt @ a5 G Aalacll & LY
RN P WESTITEI (TP

whill & el e Looley ruer 29 cluo¥ly Lawly 28,400 dalally ¥
gl Aalaiag «loin Led 5l Gl (es cadle il

gl Biadly @, S (1,8 Ll (ol e Buogadl Byl AL § Q851 Asas

2 A pall AU aga fll JLgll p Al msed dle Aawd 3SLeLl § OISl 302 .0
el ologs gl Alaally o gyomel) maganll g ALl 4 e gl mugarlly S|
szl

e dieg sl aie gd Lgiadl slee¥l Lol 1
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cdls U 9 Ll (Sl bl 3gas JT panidl ik (0 3u3all e ULl A5 & s
Ll ) L) Wy Jazes pdl ) 4SRN
Concluding Sentence:
Bylasely elatly slaad ¥y duolewdl (3 UM puiws of e 858 JS; ASLal) Lo
For the post-test learners are asked to write a paragraph(s) on the following
topic:
(Alexandria)ds 1Sy
G Gl duull py cbuwsill (ad¥l AU e 485 Alks Was G085

U 309 e 513 (0 S 308 a5 9505 iyl 5505 Bl § gy 253 Shns Hpsed
Ve 355 aly 3 tdssby dser Auiell {0l Bolally lag¥l (K (iax Led snll 2i2¥l
13 by cgslmie Gob ol 1Sl 8,a0a0 (hads . Aes S

YYY di § Loodda e FEYI 080 Lol aumg Jua 2apdtd Bigae 2yl
Esbo LeS cially Gl Jal &6 55l TS Enlo o cdregSaet 15855 Llasg UL i3
slodadl HLS L) yua> 548 Bpte ugenllay ULl L aL8T aad 5Lty @lall 38,0 Ll
S e TS Tonke Led e 23a 0. 5 Y-+ A L 2L AT LS ccygally aglall sl
oo LS 30N 28,805 gy caBy a3 A B Sl Ul jiaid usalss dies W
cuad G Sy Bugas s SJSL.’).A.\S S Ealsi o ‘EL“D_\.ZSA}’\ LS L o9 ol
Ay 0,8l ) all had BT i3 iy op 7T B ciady G gyl I L Lle
098
Through this synthesis of both the process and genre-based approach, the
development of paragraph writing happened by drawing out the learners’ potential
through the process of classroom activities from basic to advanced training to write
paragraphs in Arabic and then, by providing inputs to the learners on genre approach of
paragraph (Badger and White 2000). This approach was suitable for this study because
paragraph writing was one of the genres and the study proceeded in the process from the
first to tenth classroom activities. They learned paragraph writing skills through the
different stages of classroom activities. To acquire a deeper understanding of the study
issues, findings from both quantitative and qualitative analyses were compared and
contrasted. A fuller and more nuanced evaluation of the efficacy of the activity-based
approach was made possible by the merging of the two forms of data. The answers were

evaluated using the scoring method. The numerical data had been summed up to get

marks to do statistical analysis:
Table 1 Students’ Score in Activity-Based Learning In Arabic Paragraph Writing

RESPONDENTS PRE-TEST POST-TEST
S1 6 9
S2 3 8
S3 4 7
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S4 3 8
S5 6 9
S6 7 7
S7 3 8
S8 6 8
S9 6 9
S10 7 8
S11 6 9
S12 2 9
S13 6 9
S14 6 8
S15 6 8

The performance of the learners' paragraph writing skills was tested before and
after the ten-activity phase: 1. Pre-test and 2. Post-test. When compared to the pre-test,
post-test results showed better progress in learners' paragraph writing skills. The learners
were tested before and after the activity phase for 10 marks through paragraph writing
tests. The pre-test and post-test scores of the respondents were recorded. The pre-test
and post-test results for the 15 respondents (S1 to S15) who took part in the study are
shown in the table-1. The respondents' responses were evaluated using the scoring
method, and their numerical data was added up to get scores for statistical analysis. The
pre-test scores ranged from 2 to 7, and the post-test scores ranged from 7 to 9, as shown
in the table. The majority of respondents demonstrated improvement in their post-test
scores relative to their pre-test scores, demonstrating that the activity-based approach
had a beneficial effect on their ability to write paragraphs. With scores rising by 5 points
from the pre-test to the post-test, respondents S2, S4, S7, and S12 had the most
improvement. Respondents S3 and S14, on the other hand, exhibited the least increase,
with their scores rising by just 3 points. Overall, the statistics indicate that the activity-
based strategy was successful in improving respondents’ paragraph writing abilities
because the majority of them showed improvement in the post-test. It is also clear that
the rate of development varied between respondents, suggesting that variables including
their beginning level of competence, participation in the activities, and individual
motivation may have influenced their results. To fully comprehend the particular
variables causing the respondents' various degrees of improvement, more study and
research would be needed.

The learners of The New College were given thirteen questions to read and
answer the questions based on the ten-activity phase. They were requested to share their
experiences of learning and writing a paragraph. The learners answered in the following
way. The learners responded to their questionnaires positively and received constructive
feedback and their learning experiences. Most of the learners enjoyed their activities
with academic zeal and enthusiasm. Students reported that these activities encouraged
their learning outcomes and aimed at better results and these activities as desired. They
were delighted by these ten activities and they had been trained enough to generate
words for paragraph formation, as they related through the second question of their
questionnaires.

Students expressed their capacity to generate words without any difficulties.
They became confident enough to write their theme of paragraphs lucidly as they quoted
in their questionnaires. Also became competent in writing the theme of paragraphs as
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they related. They were acquainted with writing the vocabulary list and generating their
words of relevance to write up in A to Z mode. Students gained their mastery of writing
relevant list vocabularies in A to Z mode. Students had attained their level to write
effectively the topic sentences for their paragraphs. Besides that, they gained the ability
to exhibit the proper topic sentences following their questionnaires. They expressed that
they were trained to draft their supporting sentences successfully, and became competent
to construct their supporting sentences in a meaningful manner, as per their feedback.

All learners attempted to write their concluding sentences in a meaningful
manner and right context. They also succeeded in their efforts. Students had attained
their skill in identifying the concluding sentences for their paragraphs as they related
through their questionnaires. They also received enough exposure in the formation of
concluding sentences as quoted in their feedback. Their answers stated that the jumbled
sentences were arranged in a meaningful manner by the learners. Also expressed their
acknowledgements for ordering the jumbled sentences in the right way. They enjoyed
these academic exercises. The task of framing paragraphs with coherence had been
carried out among the learners in a fruitful way. The majority of learners responded
correctly. This activity is very useful in developing paragraph writing skills. They
praised this activity in a laudable way

They were confident enough and gained the ability to write paragraphs in the
desired manner and style. Students would write paragraphs on their own accord in future
through these academic exercises. The pictorial representation of images made a good
impact on the learners. They learned to write paragraphs with the help of pictures. Also
asserted that pictures help frame paragraphs. All the learners were satisfied with the
learning experiences encountered through these academic activities. Also satisfied with
the learning experiences they grasped. These activities helped to develop my skills in
paragraph writing also praised these activities as stepping stones in paragraph writing.

CONCLUSION

The process-genre approach is not only an effective pedagogy, but it is strong in
terms of episteme. It is useful as the framework for teaching adult learners who are at
the tertiary level. The other product-based approaches can cater to the requirements of
school learners. So, the selected approach can be integrated into a part of this teaching.
Especially not only in paragraph writing but also in other genres of writing. The learners
answered that they had learned to write a paragraph effectively after this study. At the
UG level, learning Arabic demands consistent effort from the teacher and the learners.
For them to develop the linguistic skills, constant practice is required. Arabic is a
phenomenon that is a foreign language, so it has very little exposure in the social context
of society. People can never write or share in Arabic because it is a foreign language. To
shape learners' Arabic language skills in paragraph writing, the college thus plays a
crucial role in providing a language learning environment in a social context. The setting
for learning Arabic is subpar, but the anticipated climate is in the use of language.
Learners in this study require an atmosphere to be created through classroom activities
so they can practice their skills.

To practice their skills individually in this study, learners require a setting built
through classroom activities. Without allowing them to develop language skills to realize
language's purpose as a method of communication, classroom theoretical teaching forces
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learners to learn Arabic to memorize and convey it in the exam. This study model
included ten classroom activities, and the Arabic language setting will offer a favourable
learning environment and inspire student passion and drive to write a paragraph in
Arabic efficiently. The data collected for the survey shows a significant difference in
their performance from the pre-test to the post-test after activity-based approaches in
developing their paragraph writing skills. The instruments used in the pre-test and the
post-test were paragraphs. The findings confirmed the positive effects of using activity-
based methods on the select AFL learners of The New College—the results of this study
point to several prospective areas for further investigation. First, researching particular
activity-based teaching strategies may help identify the best ways to help AFL students
improve their ability to write paragraphs.

Furthermore, longitudinal studies can examine how the activity-based method
affects language memory and performance. It may be beneficial to investigate the effects
of including cultural and social components in the strategy. A broader viewpoint might
also be offered by expanding the study to include a more extensive and more varied
sample of AFL students. Finally, examining the possibility of incorporating technology
and online platforms into the strategy may be able to keep up with the changing language
teaching needs. These study principles can help improve Arabic language training and
produce more exciting learning opportunities for AFL students. Since there is a dearth
of the process-genre approach in paragraphs in general and academic writing. For Future
studies, this theoretical framework can be used in getting learning outcomes in writing
classrooms.
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