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Abstract

Studies on political interviews abound in the linguistics, sociology, psychology, literary
studies, cognitive science, and critical discourse analysis literature. Working within the
framework of Critical Discourse Analysis, this study identified and discussed discursive
strategies employed by Abdullah Al-Mudaifer and Mohammed Bin Salman (MBS) in an
interview on Saudi’s Vision 2030. The identified discursive strategy used by MBS
indexed power, control, and ideology and included stroking and political pronouns,
indexing agency, closeness, and group identity. Others were positive self-representation,
the number game, address and reference, antithetic constructions, relational processes,
admitting errors and promising change, and questioning the interviewer’s questions.
Abdullah Al-Mudaifer produced texts of resistance and enacted status asymmetry. The
interview participants’ communicational goals and ideologies were relevant in managing
delicate speech acts.

Key Words: Political Interviews; Critical Discourse Analysis; Discursive Strategies;
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INTRODUCTION

The work of Lauerbach (2004) dealing with political interviews as a unique and
hybrid genre, that by Clayman & Heritage (2002) on news interviewing, and Clayman’s
(2001) work on answers and evasions in political interviews are some of the well debated
works in political interviewing. Others such as those by Heritage and Roth (1995) dealing
with guestions and questioning in broadcast news interview point to political interviews’
unique characteristics. The above referenced works point to such political interviews’
distinctive features as openings (introductions), question-answer sequences, closings, and
issues relating to neutrality and bias in interviewing (see Calyman, 1988). Also well
studied are the analysis of the turn-taking system of political interviews such as that by
Greatbatch (1988) on British news interviews, and Rendle-Short’s (2007) study on the
ways in which politicians and their interviewers orient to each other’s turns during
interviews.

On face-threat in political interviews, Bull et al’s (1996) work on face and
equivocation led to the development of a typology of interview questions based on the
face-threatening properties inherent in such questions. The authors identified 19
subcategories that they grouped into three broad categories of face which politicians must
defend, namely: (a) their own personal face, (b) their party’s, and (c) that inherent in
(not)supporting significant others. They proposed a model of question-answer sequences
with face as the most central factor in establishing whether a politician answers a question.
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An important aspect of Bull et al.’s (1996) model, they note, is its potential in helping to
envision the direction of politicians’ responses to questions and a framework for assessing
politicians’ and their interviewers’ performance. Their model provides a means of
evaluating politicians regarding their relative skill in avoiding mistakes in interviews,
and, interviewers, their skill at interviewing and determining (non)bias. They note that,
“if an interviewer asks a high proportion of questions to which replies are highly face-
threatening, this may have the effect of making the politician look extremely evasive”
(Bull et al: 283). Asking a high proportion of face-threatening questions, they contend, is
indicative of interviewer bias. They surmise that the occurrence of both replies, and non-
replies must be understood within a unitary theoretical framework.

Blum-Kulka (1983), working on Israeli television political interviews, discovered
a highly structured rule-based speech event governed by genre-specific rules. She
concluded that both interviewers and interviewees negotiate and conform to interviews’
discursive norms. She also found that to enhance the status of the interviewed politicians
as public figures, interviewers used deferential address forms, while interviewees avoided
addressing the interviewers. Familiarity, she discovered, led to interviewees questioning
interviewers’ facts, assertions, and questions even though by their role, interviewers are
officially in charge of the interview domain. Ekstrom (2001) also studied television
political interviews and found that politicians divorce answers from preceding questions
and present stories in fragmented forms. Original questions, Ekstrdm notes, are removed
and replaced with others. Ekstrom concludes that recontextualization is employed, and
shapes the meanings of interviewees’ answers, actions, and characters.

An observation of the literature on political communication in Saudi Arabia shows
that not much has been done on interview(s) of the de facto ruler, Mohammed Bin Salman
(MBS), especially, on MBS’ views on the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 within the critical
discourse analysis (CDA) principle. A study of the MBS’ interview by Abdullah Al-
Mudaifer (AAM) within CDA will thus contribute to the literature on the impact of power
dynamics on political interviewing in general, and political discourse in Saudi Arabia and
in the Arab in particular. This study aims at analyzing AAM’s interview of MBS on Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030 within the framework of CDA. Particularly, the study identifies and
explicates the discursive strategies employed by MBS and AAM within the interview
domain, how such features index and are indexed by the institutional power dynamics
(power relations) and ideologies.

METHOD

The data for this article is a transcript of a TV interview that appeared on the
Liwan Al-Mudaifer Show on Saudi television https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
MnKoES8rcKA on April 27, 2021. The program was broadcast on Saudi television and
transcribed on the Arab News website with English subtitles and captions. The interview
was selected for this study because of its political content (e.g., governance and economic
development in Saudi Arabia) and timing (it marked the fifth anniversary of Saudi’s
Vision 2030 plan and dealt with ways of transforming the Kingdom’s economy and
preparing its citizens for a post-hydrocarbon age). Moreover, due to the actors involved
in the interview, the interview gained immense attention in both Saudi Arabia and the
Arab world.

In the analysis, excerpts are drawn from the data to support analytical assertions
to enable such assertions to endure or withstand any kind scrutiny, and to guide readers

Vol. 8 No. 1/ February 2025

Copyright © 2024, This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA 4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=%20MnKoES8rcKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=%20MnKoES8rcKA

IJAZ ARABIl:Journal of ArabiclLearning

D O1: 10.18860 /ijazarabi. V8i1.27559

ISSN(print): 2620-5912 |ISSN(online):2620-5947
ejournal.uin-malang.ac.id/index.php/ijazarabi/index | 290

through the reasoning behind the interpretations made (Campbell and Obeng, 2023).
Although only a few excerpts are cited and discussed, the analytical statements made in
Section 4 are based on the whole corpus. The analyses are done within the framework of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as elucidated in the works of Van Dijk (2015, 2001),
Wodak and Meyer (2015), Fairclough (2013; 1992) among others. According to Van Dijk
(2015, 2001) CDA investigates how individuals or groups engage in or react to social
power abuses (such as, misrule or maladministration, tyranny, etc.), control, inequalities,
and such issues as discrimination and racism, while using language. Van Dijk (2015)
highlights the role of CDA in uncovering ideologies and power relations that are
embedded in interlocutors’ discourses. Thus, working within CDA analytical framework
will help to determine the power dynamics of the interview, especially, who is in charge
of the interview event, whether and how the one with power controls the discourse, and
what the consequences of this power are. As Van Dijk (2001) notes, whoever has control
of a discourse also controls the mind of the dominated actor; we will thus explore how
this is manifested in the interview process.

Van Dijk (2015) and Wodak and Meyer (2015) emphasize, the interdisciplinary
nature of CDA that enables the researcher to observe how it (CDA) integrates sociological
and linguistic analysis, cognitive science, among other disciplines. Therefore, it is
anticipated that employing CDA will highlight its interdisciplinarity given how and the
extent to which underlying Saudi political climate and social institutions impact
interlocutors’ language; thereby emphasizing the intersection of politics, sociology,
language (linguistics) among other disciplines. Following Van Dijk (2015), we hope to
link what he refers to as the micro—language use, discourse proper, interaction, and
communication (Van Dijk, 2015)—and the macro (issues of power, social dominance,
and inequalities) aspects of political communication (the political interview).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

An inspection of the interview transcript points to the use of such discursive
strategies such as stroking, political pronouns, positive self-representation, the number
game, address and reference, contrastive pairs, and agency to index power in the main,
and solidarity sometimes. Other discursive tools employed in the interview discourse are
relational processes (Hita and Lavid, 2001; Hosking, 2006) involving temporality of
past-present-future actions and admitting errors and promising a change. Stroking is
discussed first.
Stroking

The literature on stroking in political interaction such as those by Goshgarian
(2014) and Erickson (1980) involves discussions on the use of communicative tools that
recognize other(s) by showing how important they are to a speaker and to the interactional
ecology in which they operate. As Goshgarian (2014) notes, politicians seek recognition
to confirm and authenticate their importance whether at political interviews, political
campaign rallies, parliaments, house of representatives, or in any political committee or
action group. Stroking, Erickson (1980) argues, is transactional, and its efficacious use
can have positive effect on interactional participants. Excerpt-1 exemplifies the above-
mentioned assertions.
Excerpt-1: (Duration: 0:29-0:40 in the original Arabic tape)
Context: MBS strokes AAM about his worth as a journalist in the Arab World.
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AAM: Greetings to you, Your Highness. It’s a pleasure to have been given this
opportunity.

(Arabic) (J 2um,all sda 4>LY lux (feay ¥l gowo <l 2le>)

MBS: [It’s my pleasure also to meet with you, Abdullah. You're one of the best
interviewers in Saudi Arabia and the Arab World. It’s my honor to be with you.

@Jlaly Lsgandl A yadl ALk § cpaloekl B (o il (dua o s LAUYL alloiie sease i)

(Sas 00587 il 8,519
In Excerpt-1, one observes an interactional opening—an adjacency pair (Sacks, 1992,
Schegloff, 2006), involving greeting-greeting. AAM’s first utterance, Greetings to you,
Your Highness, opens the interview and indexes politeness by AAM towards MBS. By
ending his utterance with the deferential address form, Your Highness, AAM refers to
MBS’ status and thus indexes the power asymmetry between him and MBS. AAM’s
second sentence, It’s a pleasure to have been given this opportunity, could be interpreted
as implying that despite being in charge of the interview and hence having power in the
discourse domain, AAM is acknowledging MBS’s political status as someone with power
such that he (MBS) can give him (AAM) an opportunity to perform his task of hosting
the interview. The noun, opportunity, supports the assertion that MBS has the power to
give AAM a chance to interview him.

MBS’ pleasantry, It’s my pleasure also to meet with you, Abdullah, is immediately
followed by his stroking of AAM with the sentence, You re one of the best interviewers
in Saudi Arabia and the Arab World. It’s my honor to be with you. Describing AAM as
one of the best interviewers in Saudi Arabia and the Arab World authenticates AAM’s
status as an accomplished journalist capable of functioning competently in the interview
domain. Thus, one observes AAM and MBS negotiating their interactional, social, and
political (power) roles. MBS’ utterance above also acts as a positive-other-representation
that is capable of easing any ‘tension,’ that may occur in the interactional domain. By
stroking AAM MBS affirms the fact that it is an honor to be interviewed by AAM, an act
that gives credibility to AAM’s credential as a respected journalist. It is argued that MBS’
use of stroking may have been intended to make AAM feel or look credible, and to
establish closeness between them. One could also argue that MBS’ stroking was likely
intended to get AAM to be respectful, act professionally towards him (MBS), and not to
make the interview adversarial but informational and beneficial to him and the audience.
These observations bolster conclusions drawn by Goshgarian (2014) and others, on the
discursive import and impact of stroking in social (including political) practice.

Political Pronouns

The first-person plural subject pronoun, we, occurred 54 times in the interview.
None of the other personal pronouns occurred more than 10 times. The high frequency of
occurrence of we were most likely due to its ‘power’ of ambiguity; that is, how it can be
used to index a speaker, group, or an entire country. MBS used we to index the people of
Saudi Arabia and to create agency with him being the agent speaking on behalf of the
government and the Kingdom, an act that indexes power. Excerpt-2 exemplifies the
above-mentioned assertion.
Excerpt-2: (Duration: .0:41-42...0:43...0:56-1:03, 2:18)
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Context: MBS uses to we to index Saudis, those in government, and he as a person who
oversees decision-making and implementation of such decisions.

AAM: [t’s my honor, Your Highness. Today, Your Highness ... what if we were to
continue with the same previous way as an oil-producing country, a rich country,
proceeding down the same path?

oo Aayludl A lall juds e Loyetal of 13ke ¥l g cpsdl ¥l goe J 8,50)

(Aasylall puds Je pudddagsdoe
MBS: If we were to proceed with the same manner; without doubt, in the light of the
increased population number this will have quite an impact in 20 years on the standard
of living, we 've become accustomed to for about 50 years. So, this was risk number one.
Without a doubt, we all; as Saudis, need to maintain the same standard of living. In fact,

we do aspire to improve to an even better level, and we aim to increase growth
continuously.

i Gaydee Ay o o) L il (Ol sie gl pe el 4d Lo Jlmd) uaiy L yatul 13))
LS L) e b\ o) jlas g 108 cale 00 Bul Lple Lingad a1 8Ll 83929 Soiun e
ool ae hadly Ladd madas (uSally s Ll ot (i (e Ladlxi (A Gmogaus

(el @ yotudg
In Except-2, to the question regarding continuance of dependance on oil, MBS speaks
about the risk of solely depending on oil revenues and calls for continued economic
growth increase. In the stretch, if we were to proceed with the same manner, MBS’
intention is to use we in the interview to speak for himself and his administration because
they are responsible for making decisions regarding governance and economic growth, a
discursive strategy intended to show his role as being socially and politically powerful.
Thus, MBS’ use of we indexes a socio-political role associated with power and status; he
and his administration have the authority of decision-making because they constitute the
executive branch of government. Note that as Wilson (1990) notes, the pronoun, we, could
be addressee exclusive; in this interview, AAM is not part of the, we cognizant of the fact
that he is not part of the ruling group and hence the decision-making group.

In, we 've become accustomed to for about 50 years, MBS uses we to refer to the
people of Saudi Arabia. Irrespective of wealth imbalance within the Saudi polity, Saudis
have enjoyed a certain relative measure of prosperity in the last fifty years. In the
expression, we all; as Saudis, need to maintain the same standard of living, MBS uses
we, to refer to Saudis, especially, those who have benefitted from the oil-related wealth.
Here, MBS uses the pronoun we as a solidarity ‘call agent’ to rally Saudis around the
need and urgency to accept diversification of the Saudi economy instead of total
dependence on oil revenues.

In the last sentence, MBS uses two clauses: (a) we do aspire to improve to an even
better level, and (b) we aim to increase growth continuously, to display his intention of
drumming up support for the Vision 2030 by explaining how urgent it is for him, his
government, and the Saudi people to improve the Saudi economy. The auxiliary verb, do,
in utterance (a) above, and the main verbs, aspire and aim in utterances (a) and (b), signal
the intention and urgency about the needed and expected action to improve the Kingdom’s
prosperity. One also observes the use of, we, in stretches (a) and (b) above, to index
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distinct institutional and interactional role. MBS’ role as the Kingdom’s de facto leader
empowers him to make these pronouncements, take the above-mentioned decisions, and
rally support for the Vision 2030. More is said about the use of we in Section 4.3.

The above discussion shows how pronouns are used in political talk to show
identity via agency (self-as-agent) and aligns with Wilson’s (1990) observation of
pronouns being used to show varying degrees of distance from ‘self’ in political talk, a
fact also identified by Bramley (2001) who calls for political pronouns to be viewed in
terms of their achieved identity work within an interactional domain. Also, like
Alavidze’s (2017) study on political pronouns, the discussion in this section shows how
political pronouns are used to show interlocutors’ social relationship, socio-political
statuses, and motivation to draw an audience to one’s side to get things done or to get
support for a policy whose aim is to get political (including economic) actions taken or
implemented. Section 4.3 examines the use of positive-self-representation.

1. Positive-Self-Representation

An observation of the data shows that MBS engages in positive self-representation
with the view to influencing or even controlling the minds of the audience and getting
them to support his political course of action; acceptance of the Vision 2030. The point
about political actors in power using language to control the minds of their audience is
well elucidated in the work of Van Dijk (2015). The discursive strategies used in Excerpt-
3 to achieve the above-mentioned assertion include: (i) first-person plural pronoun, we,
usage; (ii) the number game; (iii) relational processes involving temporality of past-
present-future actions, and (iv) admitting errors and promising change. Excerpts-3 and -
4 are cited for exemplification and discussion.

Excerpt-3: (Duration: 4:02-4:07, 6:24-7:16, 3:31-3:43)
Context: MBS continues to talk about his important achievements by talking about the
elimination of bottlenecks that hindered economic growth and how this has led to increase
in private sector performance and in foreign investments.
AAM: In five years, what are the most important achievements made?

(§ adzs Gl bl eal b colgiu uas)
MBS: We shall break the 11 percent, this year, and reach 10 percent and a bit over until
we reach 7% by the year of 2030. The non-oil revenues rose from 166 billion to 350
billion Saudi riyals roughly. The commercial license used to take days to be produced,
going through six governmental entities. Now, you can get it done in half an hour online.
The foreign investments tripled from 5 billion up to 17 billion a year. The Saudi market,
we were sticking after the last crisis between 4000 points to 7000 points. Now, it exceeds
10000 points, which means that the private sector has started to grow. So, these are huge
numbers compared to what has been achieved in the four years. It would take a lot of time
to explain this “even if we didn’t have any problem in terms of oil then, there still would
be enthusiasm and a big drive towards achieving these enablers that we aspire to benefit
from as Saudis for our beloved country.”

GV dl dias g 53S9 1)+ I Vsumg Jldl aladl Gl ol 0] 1)) S2lo S CBgag)
3920 Jby 5lile YO JTyLe V1T oo Agbaaill e clal ¥l cadsyly Y 7 ale ol Bl
iy (M 058> Sl T 0 AST e ang Lol By Bplmtll Buas Il 7 Lis] 0087 oy
oo AST ol Loyas ol pe e LYl ol latiad| cude Ly Lo 7800 Aol cagms § U3 3lams)
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MBS, in Excerpt-3, while answering the question about, the most important
achievements made, projects Saudi’s unemployment rate improving to become 11% or
10% and thus recording the best unemployment rate among the world’s biggest
economies, the G20. According to MBS, Saudi Arabia was the 6th best economy but the
2020 COVID-19 pandemic and Saudi’s low growth rate, put the unemployment rate at
12%. He notes that the government was doing its best to make the economy bounce back.
MBS’ use of we in the utterance, We shall break the 11 percent and reach 10 percent and
a bit over, is in reference to the Saudi people in general, but more explicitly to himself
and his administration who have the institutional role of putting in place policies that will
make the economy improve. The second we in the stretch, until we reach 7% by the year
of 2030 is in reference to Saudis. In the expression, a big drive towards achieving these
enablers that we aspire to benefit from as Saudis for our beloved country, we, refers to
MBS and his administration; it is they who are engaged in negotiation and the
development and implementation of policies associated with the projected growth.

Moreover, MBS unites himself with Saudis when he speaks about their ‘beloved’
country in the excerpt, our beloved country. The intention behind the use of the above
strategy, was most likely to persuade the audience about group solidarity (he being part
of the Saudi community) and his planned reinvigoration of his economic policies. Thus,
his use of the first-person plural pronoun, we, indexed power as well as ingroup-ness. He
has the political power to enact and implement policies, but then ‘shares’ such power with
the mass of Saudi population by making them a part of that political course of action.

MBS engaged in the number game by quoting huge figures in such phrases as;
166 billion to 350 billion Saudi riyals, 17 billion, between 4000 points to 7000, and
10000. His words not only ‘glitter’ but are also intended to give credence to the enormity
of growth rarely seen in the Kingdom’s history. The figures also index MBS’ power and
status; if he has the political and economic knowhow to achieve or bring in the billions
of dollars mentioned, something which his predecessors could not achieve, then such an
achievement is a manifestation and an affirmation of his political and institutional power
and economic shrewdness.

Also, citing huge figures gives the idea or appearance of economic achievement
and has the power to index respect for MBS as a person, the royal family, the people in
his government, and the Saudi people. Furthermore, the cited figures potentially give the
impression of him being an educated person who understands huge figures and can quote
them in a right discursive (interview) domain. Thus, it portrays him as someone with
education and its associated social and political power. Noteworthy is the fact that MBS’
promotion of the Vision 2023 through the number game presents himself as a credible,
competent, and trustworthy person; these align with those of Stiff and Mongeau (2003)
in their work on persuasive communication strategies.

Excerpt-4: (Duration: 8:17-8:24, 10:49-11:26,11:38-11:59, 14:20-15:02)
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Context: MBS answers the question about achieving the ambitious objectives of the
Vision 2030. He states that he needs hardworking leaders and active ministers. He made
it clear that in 2015, the state lacked such hardworking leaders ‘in the first and the second
line’ of the ministries.
AAM: In terms of implementation, the Vision when you say 70 percent. When you
say housing 70 percent for example.

(Y - SISl & Jsas ags LY Joas pgs 5,00 (qay e daall)
MBS: 4a) 2015 was a very difficult year. 80 percent of the ministers were not
efficient. | wouldn’t even appoint them in the smallest companies. In the Public Investment
Fund, the second line was somewhat nonexistent those who are deputies, vice presidents,
and leaders at the ministries were barely absent, most of those that worked were working
on a routine work just to finish certain transactions but nothing strategic, no planning to
achieve the objectives or future goals so there wasn’t a team, no good governance, no
Royal Court, nothing that would be able to support decision making...

91 sl (e cpgian dcd G Jasdl OE caladl ol yledind) Ggiius 3 .l,ad) il § S
Joe 3 Oglony 193 Iglae (pdl @lans (Bagdae ddle dudy gl § wlalially ¢ly39 £ NSy
9i Qlé_x_«ul\ L§+5_zﬁ L‘;a.b]a.w_'i Yj ‘L}gb:{..w\ 9L§‘2 Y Qs.b Las Hlas ;L(f?( Lis S
Lale laly « (Klo ()15 otie Lo Bz 2aSeo Juie Lo ¢ §ay8 e Lod Azl | C3luad]

Gl pise peas o aabaiad o)1 ulzed
4b) So 2015 was a very difficult year. A small part was implemented for restructuring the
government, establishing The Council for the Economic Affairs, for the Social Affairs,

Security Affairs, restructuring certain sectors, restructuring certain ministries,
appointing new ministers, and a second wave for appointing deputy ministers...

o0 o gSaell 2ea Bale] (po gl I3 § Loy ¢ 5> 4ud 3 Tz Lage Lile Y110 ale (453)

(sl 360l e MSy Grraatd Aol Az 509 oz 61y 59 Oteady cbligll amy ASea Balely colellasll
4¢) So, this work has taken around 3 years from 2016 to develop the position of the state
till 2018, until we started our launching. If you notice the achievements were somewhat
weak compared to 2019 where most of the economic achievements were reached ... and
no worries about 2020 we will have like a V-shape recovery. We can see this year
hopefully what will be done. So, this has taken quite some effort to establish it. As we said
we have covered like 70 percent for establishing a position for the state highly efficiently
and then just 30 percent will probably be done next year.

Loty ol Yo WA sle G o)) jSho puolat) Vo )T sle o Slpie ¥ Jla> Sriiao] Jant] if5)
cddd A YN Dylde [ ddies giay Slimil] Ol ANV YT LM g5 slbi
V-shape Liiic 9850 Li>/ gay T Te (10 35 J Y5 Leotst]ls Lol o fimil| i 4.6
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In Excerpt-4 paragraphs a-c above, MBS responds to AAM’s question by accepting past
mistakes and promising change, a discursive strategy viewed in Saudi culture as “honest
and realistic”. Specifically, MBS employs relational processes (Hosking, 2006; Hita and
Lavid, 2001) in criticizing various arms of government—deputies, vice presidents, and
leaders—during different time periods. Thus, MBS’ construction of reality dealt with
different times—past, present, and future—, by utilizing a relational process construction
referred to as sentences of being. Such sentences, according to Hosking (2006), contain
the verbs: was/is and were/are. As Higgins and Walker (2012) note, by admitting the
failure of the past and present and giving hope for future success, one builds credibility
for oneself. One observes MBS engaging in relational processes dealing with the past and
future along with an ongoing present to affirm the fact that he was not afraid to admit past
failures and thereby creating the appearance of honesty and pragmatism about himself. In
Saudi society, a leader who accepts past mistakes and promises to rectify them and to do
better in the future is viewed as possessing power, not being afraid of criticism and having
the strength of character and will to improve upon one’s standing or future actions.

Excerpt-4(a) describes the past, Excerpt 4(b), what MBS’ team is doing at the time
of the interview, and Excerpt 4(c) anticipates what will be done in the future. In the clause,
80 percent of the ministers were not efficient, the verb, were, attributes the weak
performance to the past incompetent ministers. MBS continues his criticism by
mentioning the non-performance of those ministers termed ‘second place of the
ministries’ namely deputies, vice presidents and leaders. The expression, “those who are
deputies, vice presidents, and leaders at the ministries were barely absent” supports the
above-mentioned assertion.

In Excerpt-4(b), MBS states what he and his administration had been doing from
2015 to 2017. His use of such growth-oriented verbs as “restructuring”, “establishing”,
and “appointing” indicate important development-oriented activities being undertaken
by his administration in the current political and socio-economic process; these are
glittering generalities indicating a current action-packed development-oriented activities
instead of the non-performing past era.

In Excerpt-4c, one recognizes projection into what could be termed ‘a bright
future’. Use of such phrases such as “hopefully what will be done” and “will probably be
done next year” anticipates progress in the coming years.

In sum, one observes that MBS’ use of relational processes involving temporality
of past-present-future actions helped to create a link between different realties in Saudi’s
political economy in different time periods. Use of relational processes enabled MBS to
make projections about anticipated good times. The relational processes also pointed to
strength of a political actor who admits past errors and promises a change of a course of
action to make things better for his people.

2. Antithetic Constructions

According to Atkinson (1984), antithetic constructions (contrastive pairs), are
patterns of discourses used to highlight differences between two ideas. For Heletk and
Ryzhkova (2019), antithetic constructions, as tools used to constitute suggestive strategy,
are of great audience controlling or manipulative potential given their argumentative
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content. Structurally, Heletk and Ryzhkova (2019: 73) note that antithetic constructions
may involve the ‘use of paradigmatic and syntagmatic antonyms that appeal to axiological
(value-tagged) binary concepts’. Such use of antonymy, the authors note, enables an
audience to target and construct their presuppositions and assumptions around the
associatory relations obtaining between the positively or negatively marked value
concepts and personality of people in political leadership. This impact, Heletk and
Ryzhkova (2019: 73) note, helps ‘political leaders realize their primary communicative
intent that consists in discrediting opponents and creating their own positive images'.

A look at AAM-MBS’ interview shows that MBS uses antithetic constructions to
show differences between his administration’s policies and those of previous
administrations. In terms of content or topic, MBS uses antithetic constructions to
reference and discuss such topics as commercial licensure, foreign investment,
unemployment, revenue generation, and Saudi’s overall economic growth topical
governance areas that portray him as a leader with the power to administer a nation’s
governance (especially fiscal and commercial) system. Excerpt-5 is cited to in support of
the above assertions.

Excerpt-5: (Duration: 4:04-4:06,6:40-6:49, 6:50-7:16 02)

Context: MBS compares the issuance of commercial license and the extent of
foreign investment in the two different eras with the intention of showing that things are
better now than before.

AAM: What are the most important achievements made?

(S adzs Gl whlyl cal o k)
MBS: 5a The commercial license used to take days to be produced, going through six
governmental entities, now, you can get it done in half an hour online.

Sl Ve AST e sed (oladl clzu zymiad G bl Graiun o Gledll Jzud))

(Aelus iyl § dayiind Lig AST) ¢ agull Apn S
MBS: 5b ...The foreign investments tripled from 5 billion up to 17 billion a year.
The Saudi market, we were sticking after the last crisis between 4000 points to 7000
points. Now it exceeds 10000 points, which means that the private sector has started to
grow. So, these are huge numbers compared to what has been achieved in the four years.
It would take a lot of time to explain this.

Lol Ligiwe Tlebe VY I lylide 0 oo AST of Loyas clpe e 2o ol yladia] e Lasy)
iglms (Mg aaas Ve v Jlakhai € o Basdl Al ey (e LS 1aé  gogaud| Goud!
Slgiadl @ 335 Lagd luz 558 s8I gaty Ty olad) glladll o gan Les Aadi Voo

(L T Jagho By 3patiaed U8 ALl oYl
In Excerpt-5(a), the verb phrase, used to, introduces the past (a not-so-good activity)
being compared to the current good activity. The temporal conjunction, now, introduces
the current activity; an activity of which he wants the audience to take note. Such a
strategy is elucidated in the work of Brown, Coman and Hirst (2009) who discovered

that mentioning an activity last (as part of a list) has cognitive import because it is such
last-mentioned activity that is often left in listeners’ memory.
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In 5(b), MBS states what happened in the past, the Saudi market, we were sticking
after the last crisis between 4000 points to 7000 points. As in 5(a), the temporal
conjunction, now, indexes the time for the Saudi stock market jumping by 10,000 points;
thus, demonstrating an improvement. MBS goes on to describe the 10,000 points as huge
thereby giving further indication regarding improvement in the fiscal growth of the
Kingdom. Thus, one observes MBS extracting figures from the past and current time
periods and using them not only to project prosperity in/for the future, but to also show
the power and success of his leadership.

The discoveries made about antithetic constructions in this study bolster those of
Allen (2007) who also identifies contrastive pairs as some of the most important devices
used by Australian politicians in campaign speeches. Allen notes that contrastive pairs
tend to draw applause from an audience during political speech-making (see also
Atkinson, 1984; Heletk and Ryzhkova 2019). The findings in this study also align with
research that identifies antithetic constructions as important communicative tools for
persuading an electorate. By singling out his political and economic achievements, group
identities, and unique social practices for comparison, MBS uses the different time frames
to distinguish his successful governance and economic achievements from those of past
leaders and by that amplify achievements associated with his leadership in contrast
with/to the mediocre achievements of his predecessors. In Section 4.5 we examine MBS’
discursive strategy of questioning-the-question as it related to power in controlling the
interview discourse and the interviewer.

3. Questioning-the-Question

An observation of the data shows that MBS questions some of AAM’s questions.
Obeng (1997) notes that in political interviews, when journalists ask questionable or
communicatively difficult questions, politicians may either ask their own questions and
answer them, say that the question being asked has already been answered, provide an
answer that avoids the content/locus of the question, or question the question. Note that
in political communication questionable questions often turn out not be answerable, or, if
politicians decide to answer them, the norm typically involves avoiding the obvious or
seeking ‘clarification’. Excerpts-6 and -7 are cited to exemplify and support the above
assertions.
Excerpt-6: (Duration: 7:18-8:06)
Context: AAM questions MBS whether the Saudi economy was growing faster than
normal.
AAM: | want to ask about a particular sector now, the Vision is one of the best
transformative programs (Inclusive vision), we are talking about economic, political,
social... But Your Highness, are we growing at a faster speed than we should? Are we
trying to burn these stages by this way of operation?

@55 G (Aol 4559 @Il (3 Aozl ol AST e R Lol calellaall 9 ER )

(S a1 Jo LA B ymms Jgloms (yoes
MBS:There’s nothing called too fast. If you have an opportunity and is achievable and |
do not achieve it with the pretext that I don’t want to hurry, then it means I'm

procrastinating, and I don’t want to work. If we have an opportunity, we should grab it
whether it’s 10, 100, 1,000, or 10s of thousands of opportunities, and we shall develop
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our human resources and abilities of the government to achieve these opportunities, as
soon as possible, and once we achieve them all, they will open new horizons.
Laaol Yy gudoeil] dsldg dumyd e yaall &%Q\Sl.%mﬁia&ﬂm‘;@l@b)
Cgae Ao yd (ol Luale 13). Jae T (3T iyl ¥y ¢ e laza Ul dilias o ol 1 Lo lly ) Sy Laid
sehaiy Ao yd T il die ol AoydY e ol WimydY) e gl oy8) . i slgu Lple Jaad
labiaa> Lo Gug «(ySan 89 & punls c o yall oda Gaamt] dogSorll clyud sghaig &, iudl Lislyus
(Bago> 3L xuas Cdgew LIS
In Excerpt-6, AAM’s utterance, But Your Highness, are we growing at a faster speed
than we should? Are we trying to burn these stages by this way of operation, is a
guestionable question because it suggests that the government might be doing something
too difficult to succeed, a situation capable of resulting in implementation problems and
possible failure. Thus, the question presupposes that the action taken by MBS and his
administration involving seeking accelerated growth is possibly not backed by structures
put in place to make it work or be sustainable. Such accelerated growth without ‘proper’
implementation or sustainable strategy, the question implies, could cause the economy to
collapse along the way. An important strategy used by AAM is by prefacing the
communicatively difficult utterance, that of ‘unchecked’ excessive accelerated growth,
with a polite address form, your Highness. The word, but, is used as a hedge to the face-
threatening act (FTA) inherent in the question and is thus a politeness tool (Brown and
Levinson, 1987).

On the intersection of language and power, one could argue that AAM, despite
using politeness strategies such as deferential address forms and hedging, demonstrates
his own power ad status; the power to oversee the interview and hence being able to ask
a communicatively difficult or questionable question. Also of import is the fact that being
in charge of the interview gives him the power to control the discourse event and to
determine what questions are possible and which are off limits. This aligns with Van
Dijk’s (2015, 2001) work that points to the fact that whoever oversees the interview event
has the power to control the dynamics of the discourse; in the current case, the power to
determine the kind of information needed and how to get it.

With the expression, There’s nothing called too fast, MBS attacks AAM’s
question by disagreeing with its premise. In his explanation, MBS appeals to the
audience's reasoning by arguing that not taking advantage of the condition for growth is
procrastination; an act that could hinder or slow down the nation’s economic
development. He then engages in the number game with regards to possible growth rates,
10, 100, 1000, etc. and then ends with new opportunities that come with growth.

Noteworthy also, is the fact that in questioning AAM’s question, MBS uses the
first-person pronoun, both singular and plural, I, and we, to give agency and hence power
to the growth activity by putting him and his government at the center of an economic
management and the implementation of a policy that he wants his audience to see as being
effective and necessary at that point in the nation’s economic trajectory.

In Excerpt-7 below, MBS questions AAM’s question directly.

Excerpt-7: (Duration: 8:08-...10:24-10:43, 11:2V-12:07)
Context: AAM questions MBS about the implementation of the Vision 2030. AAM
rephrases the question and asks it again.

Vol. 8 No. 1/ February 2025

Copyright © 2024, This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA 4.0 license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/)



IJAZ ARABIl:Journal of ArabiclLearning

D O1: 10.18860 /ijazarabi. V8i1.27559

ISSN(print): 2620-5912 |ISSN(online):2620-5947
ejournal.uin-malang.ac.id/index.php/ijazarabi/index | 300
AAM: The vision, the objectives of the vision are so ambitious, but the question now is
how should we ensure implementation?

(¢ deasddl oyt caiS e Lia Jl3adl (Sg (3o gabs i i Lldozusy 203,11)
MBS: In terms of what?
Sl 4o
AAM: In terms of implementation, the Vision when you say 70 percent. When you say
housing 70 percent for example.
(1Y Ot & Jgas a5 WY J Jsds (5 W 45,01 gy dpaiall)
MBS: ...For example, for the housing, after we worked and established a State position
and we believe that we 've done about 70 percent...this has to be translated into reality
because it became not just the work of the Ministry of Housing but it’s the work of
municipalities, the Ministry of Trade, the Ministry of Finance, the Central Bank, the
Experts Commission for enacting legislations....

lia e o plazul LY Uogid db Liakad watad Ago 3850 Ly lilas Lo aay (o S31)

(L, 20y il e pied] Qg « (5,1 il AL 859 o3 el
...50, before you achieve anything you need to establish the team. You need to establish
the machinery that will assist you to achieve and accomplish all these opportunities and
aspirations that we 're all looking forward to, so 2015 was a very difficult year. A small
part was implemented for restructuring the government establishing The Council for the
Economic Affairs for the Social Affairs Security Affairs, restructuring certain sectors,
restructuring certain ministries appointing new ministers and a second wave for
appointing ministers’ deputies and under-secretaries so one of the most important things
we 've worked on at the end of 2015 that we have classified, in every ministry, the most
important 20 leaders.

woyall oda ] e uelady M 2aSU a0 7 lixsy Goyall G 7 i o o 61 3a5 Juad)
Louye 3o 4u8 @3 Juz Lo lile Y210 ale 085 ctaaga s LS L malas Ml culallazll i
0951 udme alatd¥) (95adl ulme sLadl Al A Bale] (o gl I3 (3
& Lole Llae M1 L) qal oro LSl Slte g o DSo Ml ol 3601 algs cnaad e Als Azl

(GoLed Y+ al 85159 JS (4 Lidio 43) Y. V0 ale 5
In Excerpt-7, MBS finds AAM’s first question questionable. The question: The vision,
the objectives of the vision are so ambitious, but the question now is how we should ensure
implementation, presupposes that there is an overambition coupled with no explicit
implementation strategy for the Vision’s success. The question thus poses a face-threat to
MBS, so he questions the premise and legitimacy of the question by throwing it back to
AAM to ostensibly seek clarification.

From the perspective of the participants’ role relations and power dynamics, MBS
(the guest) is seen challenging AAM’s (the host’s) validity claim and his questions’
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authenticity. AAM in his role as the host and hence having the power and institutional
authority to ask questions, stands his ground by rephrasing the question citing percentage
growth in housing as the basis of his question. Consequently, MBS answers the question
by noting that his administration was performing creditably and would achieve expected
targets earlier than originally anticipated. The sequential organization of the question-
answer adjacency pair (Levinson, 1983) provides an insight into how MBS and AAM
produced and oriented to each other’s turn, an analysis that provides us with a window of
opportunity to their status, role, and purpose in the talk-in-interaction.

Referring to MBS questioning AAM’s question, we observe that MBS puts the
burden on AAM to rephrase his question which AAM does. As part of his answer, MBS
refers AAM to what had already been said. The strategy of referring a questioner to a
previously given answer to an earlier question helps avoid giving an obvious or expected
answer that can potentially ruin one’s reputation. Specifically, giving an answer to a
previous question instead of a current one suggests that the interviewee recognizes the
fact that the interviewer potentially already knows the answer to the question and that the
question is either unnecessary or a trap to ensnare the interviewee (See Blum-Kulka 1983,
Clayman 2001, Clayman and Heritage 2002, Lauerbach 2004)

Note that after several insertion utterances/sequences (utterances/turns which
come between a question and its expected answer), MBS provides an answer to the
original question noting that the Vision 2030 was attainable because implementation
strategies, such as structural changes, have been put in place to ensure its success. Thus,
besides its indexing of power, the language behavior or argumentative practice by MBS
of questioning AAM’s question, was a strategic initiative at seeking an interactional space
from AAM to present the point of his Vision 2030’s targets being achievable. Also, MBS’
use of the number game involving citing of percentage (70%) potentially depicted him as
someone with precise knowledge about what was going on regarding pertinent results in
the Vision’s implementation and expected goals.

Finally, one observes from the Excerpt-7, the extent to which MBS presented
himself as someone capable of getting things done. He uses the expression, You need to
establish the machinery that ...looking forward to, to assert knowledge, and hence power,
about what needs to be done to ensure success. The semi-modal verb, need to, in the
expression, You need to establish, denotes necessity or obligation to undertake the action
expressed in the main verb, establish. It also denotes confidence on the part of MBS and
portrays him as someone who knows his facts. Also, MBS in questioning AAM’s
questions demonstrates his institutional role and capability in executing the
implementation strategies via his choice of such words as restructuring and appointing;
words that denote institutional role of overseeing the implementation of the economic
policy, Vision 2030. Thus, those words depict him as having the institutional authority to
restructure the economy and appoint ministers, deputy ministers and under-secretaries,
into positions of authority to ensure policy management and implementation.

CONCLUSION

Political interviews provide contexts in which language is used to fulfil specific
political, economic, and social goals. Specifically, it has demonstrated that political
interviewing in Saudi Arabia is influenced by its cultural mores, socio-political and
historical contexts, as well as its value systems. It was observed that MBS and AAM’s
statuses, political and cultural ideologies, and their intended interactional goals and
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outcomes shaped what was deemed appropriate in managing such delicate speech acts as
questioning, answering, criticizing, and persuading. Importantly, this study has shown
that even though interviewers possess more power than interviewees because they
(interviewers) wield the power to open and close interviews, determine the topics to be
discussed, formulate and manage the content of questions, manage turn allocation, and
even influence perceptions of respondents’ character, contextual factors such as the
cultural conventions on interviewing, the persons involved in the interview, their status
relationships, the time for the interview, and overall context of the interview guide and
shape the interviewing. The above factors were observed altering the power dynamics of
the interview event by sometimes turning the interviewer to an interviewee. Such
interactional role shift gave the interviewee, MBS, power that was used to gain
quantitative speech dominance, and the questioning or reformulation of AAM’s
questions, acts needed to achieve his interactional goals. The institutional role
relationships of the interview participants (AAM and MBS) impacted the content and
sequential organization of the discourse. The institutional (interview) ecology in which
language was used was linked with issues of interpretability of actors assertions and
understandability. Accordingly, by working within critical discourse analysis, this study
has shown the behavior of interviewers and interviewees in the reproduction of power
and domination, and resistance against such power and domination. Such behaviors, it
has been demonstrated, are better understood in authentic interview talk-in-interaction.
Also, the language behavior of MBS and AAM indexed important strategic political
functions including power ideologies, ingroup solidarity, and agency indexing. An
important implication of this study for Saudi politics is that there is now a public forum
for Saudi’s most important politicians, including MBS, to be questioned or interviewed
about the effectiveness of their governance, development policies, and implementation
strategies. This channel of communication is healthy for Saudi politics specifically, and
for the Middle Eastern politics in general; this must be nurtured and expanded.
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