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Abstract 

Social media has become a powerful tool for oppressed individuals and communities to 

express their resilience, protest, and resistance in conflict settings. Focusing on the 2023 

Palestine-Israel conflict, this study examines the linguistic techniques used by 

Palestinians to express resilience, struggle, and solidarity in social media posts published 

on the Facebook accounts of Al Jazeera Channel and Palestine TV, as well as on the 

Telegram accounts of Gaza Now and Warlife3. It also examines the role of their language 

in preserving the identity, religion, and culture of the Palestinian community. Moreover, 

the study analyzes how linguistic narratives strengthen solidarity, unity, and hope among 

the Palestinian people. The study corpus is examined through the lens of Mediated 

Discourse Analysis proposed by Norris and Jones (2005) and Scollon (2001). The 

analysis showed a repertoire of linguistic strategies reflecting gender discourse and 

sociocultural resilience. While Palestinian men employed direct quotations and a 

declarative structure to reinforce a tone of resistance and determination, Palestinian 

women used emotive language, rhetorical questions, metaphors, vocatives, and repetition 

to humanize the struggle. Both genders used religious expressions to solidify cultural and 

spiritual resistance. Inclusive pronouns and reference to Jihad were used to construct 

collective solidarity.  The findings contribute to the gendered resistance discourse by 

showing how gendered linguistic styles are used to reinforce resilience and foster 

solidarity in conflict settings. The findings expand MDA's applicability in examining 

narratives of resistance and collective empowerment. 

Keywords: Gendered Resistance Discourse; Mediated Discourse Analysis; Resistance; 

Social Media; Struggle 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Social media has quickly grown into a major platform where users share their 

views, narrate their personal stories, and shape the opinions of countless users (Sutan et 

al. 2021). It now serves as a robust digital channel for raising awareness about human 

rights cases and concerns among diverse audiences far beyond traditional news outlets 

(Gogul 2020). Across numerous countries, social media users turn to these platforms as 

fresh avenues for resilience and protest, weighing in on social issues, including those 

involving basic rights and liberties (Zeitzoff 2018; Lipschultz 2020). On October 7, 2023, 

a tension between Israel and Hamas has flared into a new armed conflict in the Gaza Strip, 

constituting the fifth war in that ongoing conflict (El Damanhoury et al. 2025). The 

tension began after Hamas carried out an unexpected assualt called "Operation Al-Aqsa 
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Flood" (Mercan 2023). In response, Israel launched "Operation Swords Iron", announcing 

a state of war with the goals of dismantling Hamas, rescuing the hostages, and taking 

control of the Gaza Strip (Boxerman 2023Amid the ongoing hostilities, large numbers of 

civilians—women, men, children, and security personnel alike—were wounded or killed 

(Paché 2024; Mbah et al. 2024). The Israeli military targeted infrastructure inside Gaza, 

and authorities quickly enforced a tight blockade that effectively cut off essential supplies 

to the territory, triggering an acute humanitarian crisis. (El Damanhoury et al. 2025).                                                                                                                                                                  

Social media, which functions as a digital communication platform, was used by 

Palestinians to share real-time updates about the conflict. Social media platforms 

facilitate the rapid dissemination of news content (Ethelb 2016). Social media platforms 

today function as vital channels for expressions of resistance, protest, and resilience in 

contexts of social injustice (Soares 2018). Within this context, they have enabled users 

affected by violence to share images, videos, and personal narratives detailing injuries, 

leveled neighborhoods, and lost loved ones (Zein & Abusalem 2015).                                                                                                                   

Statcounter Global Stats (2023) provided statistics on the percentage market share held 

by various social-media platforms in the Palestinian territories for the period spanning 

October 2023 to February 2024. The data indicates that Facebook retains the largest 

portion, attracting 54.5 percent of users, followed by Telegram with 21.79 percent. 

YouTube commands 13.08 percent, while Instagram is used by 6.76 percent of the 

population. These numbers highlight the predominance of Facebook and Telegram as 

primary communication channels for many Palestinians.                                                                                                                      

Scholars have documented the evolving role of social media within the context of 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, revealing its capacity to ease real-time communication, 

extend awareness beyond local borders, and affect public sentiment on a global scale. A 

body of existing studies has been carried out to investigate how various media portray the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict (Kandil 2009; Rababah and Hamdan 2019; Panayotova and 

Rizova 2021; Majzoub 2021; Suwarsono 2022; Arifuddin 2022). Yet these studies have 

concentrated on written content while overlooking the broader ensemble of semiotic 

resources— images, videos, or other forms —that also shape public understanding and 

convey meaning. To address this gap, the present study focuses on Arabic-language social 

media's textual posts, images and videos that articulate three overlapping themes: 

resilience, struggle and solidarity.                                                                                                                                                

The statistics and the identified gap in earlier studies, underscore the need to 

investigate the particular linguistic techniques Palestinian users deploy online as they 

convey their resilience and struggle to safeguard their land in the face of the ongoing 

conflict. This study contributes to discourse analysis by examining how language is used 

for resilience preservation and struggle expression in conflict settings. This study aims to  

investigate the linguistic strategies by which Palestinians articulate resilience and struggle 

on Arabic-language social media platforms, examine how discourse of resilience and 

struggle articulated by Palestinians on Arabic-language social media functions as a 

linguistic mechanism for preserving and reinforcing Palestinian collective identity, 

religious, and cultural heritage, and analyze the ways in which Palestinian linguistic 

narratives foster collective solidarity and a shared sense of hope among Palestinians 

confronted with genocidal violence. 
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METHOD  

First, Data will be collected manually from written posts, narratives, and images 

shared on Facebook and Telegram from October 20, 2023, onward. These platforms were 

chosen because they are the primary channels through which many Palestinians exchange 

information and mobilize support (Statcounter Global Stats 2023). The selection of this 

particular starting date is not arbitrary; it coincides with an observable shift in the tone of 

online discussions, where expressions of resilience and determination begin to escalate. 

In order to maintain the credibility and authenticity of the dataset, the investigation will 

restrict itself to posts appearing on a defined set of verified Facebook accounts that have 

consistently reported on the situation in the region, including Al Jazeera Channel   قناة

 غزة الآن-and Palestine TV, as well as the following Telegram accounts: Gaza Now الجزيرة

and أخبار غزة Warlife3. By incorporating numerous sources, the dataset captures a broad 

spectrum of viewpoints, providing a comprehensive portrayal of Palestinian resilience 

discourse on Facebook and Instagram during the examined period. A purposive sampling 

technique will be adopted to secure a representative sample of the dataset. The focus will 

be on the posts that explicitly address themes of resistance, identity preservation, and 

community solidarity. 

Second, the collected data will be systematically organized and coded according 

to recurrent linguistic patterns and rhetorical devices that signal resilience and struggle 

themes. A thematic-analysis will guide thematic identification step, focusing on the 

specific wording, expressions and discursive patterns used in the posts. While this 

approach enables the researchers to systematically scrutinize particular themes, grounded 

in the manual coding process, data categorization ensures detailed analysis of the main 

themes, thereby showing how mediated tools intertwines with social communicative 

actions on the text.  After categorization, the selected themes will be translated into 

English to facilitate wider access to the findings. 

Analysis will proceed based on the framework of Mediated Discourse Analysis 

(MDA). Central to applying MDA is the delineation of “meditational means,” a task that 

already accomplished during the thematic-analysis phase. Multimodal Discourse 

Analysis (MDA) grounds its method in the observation of communication as it unfolds 

in naturally occurring contexts. Accordingly, the researchers examined Facebook and 

Telegram contributions where multiple semiotic resources—text, images, and video 

clips—coalesce to produce particular actions and meanings. Some posts will be singled 

out representative posts to illustrate each thematic category that emerged from the 

analytic process. Data will be stored securely, and ethical considerations will be upheld 

by omitting all personally identifiable information and concentrating solely on publicly 

accessible content. 

The corpus was gathered from two popular platforms within the Palestinian 

speech community: Facebook and Telegram. As Moya et al. (2015) point out, such 

platforms excel at enabling participants to aggregate modes—verbal description, graphic 

illustration, live footage, and voice memo. The researchers collected materials over a 

defined period, from October 20, 2023, to February 5, 2024, sampling posts from 

established Facebook accounts including Al Jazeera Channel (قناة الجزيرة) and Palestine TV, 

as well as from Telegram channels Gaza Now (الآن  Warlife3. These أخبار غزة and (غزة 

accounts were identified as reliable sources of commentary on the unfolding Palestine-

Israel conflict, under the hashtags # بعد-ماذا-غزة, #غزة , and # غزة-حرب . 
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This investigation focuses on a specific period because it marks a decisive 

escalation in hostilities and attracted widespread international scrutiny. By limiting the 

analysis to these months, the research can capture the distinctive themes and linguistic 

strategies circulating at a pivotal moment, while also safeguarding against the risk that 

later developments will introduce significant new themes into the discourse. The chosen 

timeframe thus provides a stable frame for extracting and interpreting data, enabling a 

comprehensive examination of the narratives that dominated public and official 

conversations. 

As the identified accounts on Facebook and Telegram address the ongoing 

conflict and situation of the Palestinian people in Standard Arabic, the content was 

translated into English language. To ensure the reliability and fidelity of the English 

translation, peer comparison and inter-rater agreement analysis were conducted to 

measure how consistently the two raters agree on translating the Arabic corpus into 

English. The inter-rater agreement analysis was conducted based on five core criteria, 

including semantic equivalence, lexical choice, syntactic structure, pragmatic 

equivalence, and ideological fidelity. Each criterion was rated on a scale from 0 to 2 per 

segment. '2' was recorded when the two selected segments were equivalent in meaning. 

While '1' was given to segments with partial agreement, disagreement was recorded by 

'0'. The maximum score per segment was 10. The average score of the inter-rater 

agreement across all the representative segments was 9,95 out of 10. This high score 

indicates consistency between the two translations. The English translation of the source 

language is provided enclosed within square brackets throughout the analysis and 

discussion. 

To gain a richer understanding of the posted material, the researchers have opted 

for a hands-on, manual data-gathering technique. Because eligibility for inclusion hinges 

on the posts’ actual wording, pictures, and videos, a human eye is necessary to make 

judgment calls. While this method can be labor-intensive and slower than automated 

alternatives, it also allows for much greater adaptability throughout the gathering stage. 

The researchers believe that only a manual method can secure the complete and context-

sensitive data needed to address the project’s central questions, since it captures 

everything first and sorts for significance later. By proceeding in this way, they ensure 

that nothing extraneous is retained, thereby supporting the ethical principle of data 

minimization that calls for collecting only what is strictly required. Furthermore, the 

hands-on technique is especially effective for handling visual content, a fact corroborated 

by earlier studies that successfully compiled images from social platforms (Aiello & Parry 

2020; Y. Chen et al. 2021; Makhortykh & Sydorova 2017). Working directly with the 

material as it was originally presented allows the researchers to engage with the posts in 

a way that feels natural, ultimately deepening their insight into the dataset. 

The data analysis combine thematic analysis and MDA to address the research 

questions. Thematic analysis will be carried out to identify the recurring linguistic 

patterns that reflect the themes of resilience, struggle, hope, unity, and resistance. The 

thematic analysis will follow Braun and Clarke's (2006) framework, which involves six 

steps: familiarization with the data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, 

reviewing themes, naming themes and producing the results. Thematic categorization will 

be based on the repetition of linguistic strategies. To ensure analytical rigor, a secondary 

coder will review the emerging themes. The results of the thematic analysis will be 
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discussed based on MDA to examine how social actions, mediated by language, convey 

resilience, struggle, and solidarity. 

                                                                                                                 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A total of ten themes were identified, with the categorization directly derived from 

the recurring keywords. Several recurring themes emerge clearly throughout the corpus, 

the most prominent being “resilience and religion.” This theme involves words closely 

tied to Islamic doctrine—terms such as martyrdom, jihad, paradise, and fighting for the 

sake of Allah appear repeatedly. Altogether, researchers archived 8,710 entries that 

articulate a Palestinian sense of resilience and struggle from Facebook and Telegram. The 

dataset comprises 1,239 videos and 7,471 images. As shown in Figures 1 and 2, the 

aggregation peaked in December 2023, a month that coincided with the conflict’s sharpest 

escalation and, arguably, its most dramatic outburst. 
Fig 1. Photo Posts From The Facebook And Telegram Accounts During The Study Period 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig 2.  Video Posts From The Facebook And Telegram Accounts During The Study Period 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As illustrated in Table 1, Facebook is the platform on which a higher number of posts 

where collected compared to Telegram. The manual collection process yielded varying 

totals of photos and videos across the two platforms. Some accounts contributed a 

substantial number of posts, while others offered only a handful of items directly pertinent 

to the research theme. 
Table 1. Counts of Photo And Video Posts Across The Analyzed Facebook And Telegram Accounts 

Photo Video 
Facebook Telegram Facebook Telegram 

Al Jazeera 

Channel – 

 قناة الجزيرة 

Palestine 

TV 
Gaza 

Now- غزة

 الآن 

 أخبار غزة

Warlife3 
Al Jazeera 

Channel – 

 قناة الجزيرة 

Palestine 

TV 
Gaza 

Now- غزة

 الآن 

 أخبار غزة

Warlife3 

2356 1588 1838 1689 564 167 280 228 

Among the overall collected video clips, just 253—about 19 percent of the grand total—

carry English subtitles. These subtitling videos were likely intended to widen access to 

viewers outside the Arabic-speaking demographic. Notably, the overwhelming majority 

of these subtitled videos were uploaded by Al Jazeera, whose content consistently 

chronicles the struggles faced by Palestinian communities. 

0

1000

2000

3000

Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24

Number of Photo posts

Photo

0

200

400

600

Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24

Number of Video posts

Video



I J A Z  A R A B I :  J o u r n a l  of  A r a b ic  L e a r n i n g 
D O I : 10.18860 /ijazarabi.V9i1.36779 
I S S N ( p r i n t ) :  2 6 2 0 - 5 9 1 2  | I S S N ( o n l i n e ) : 2 6 2 0 - 5 9 4 7 
e j o u r n a l . u i n - m a l a n g . a c .i d / i n d e x . p h p / i j a z a r a b i / i n d e x  | 312 

 
Vol. 9 No. 1/ January 2026 
 
Copyright © 2026, This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA 4.0 license 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/) 

The researchers examined photos and videos gathered from the identified social-

media platforms that chronicle Palestinians’ experiences of resilience and struggle. As 

illustrated in Figure 3, 44 percent of the photos and roughly 38 percent of the videos 

underscore themes of resilience, while the remaining 56 percent of the photos and 62 

percent of the videos foreground the struggles faced by the community. 
Fig 3.  Relative Proportions Of Photos And Videos Portraying Resilience Versus Struggle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic identification reveals key themes related to Palestinians' resilience and struggle. 

Using a manual-coding strategy, the researchers identify how frequently each identified 

theme appeared within the context of resilience and struggle. 
Fig 4. Relative Distribution Of Photos And Videos Corresponding  

To The Themes Of Palestinian Resilience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaborates on the subsequent findings, highlighting five distinct themes that 

characterize the portrayal of resilience. The chart indicates the share of each theme within 

the overall presentation of Palestinian resilience. The largest single theme—labeled 

“Israeli Military Operations”—represents 15 percent of the images and 10 percent of the 

videos, capturing the ongoing efforts to assert resilience amid the military actions 

documented during the study period. Twelve per cent of the analyzed images and fifteen 

per cent of the video centered on what we have termed “Religious Discourse.” This 

category embraces every religious reference and expression the Palestinians employ when 

discussing their sense of endurance. It thereby illuminates the decisive role religion plays 

in shaping that endurance. The third theme, which accounts for eleven per cent of the 

pictures and seven per cent of the videos, focuses on “the Palestinian Factions.” This 

strand gathers the statements issued by various factions in opposition to genocide and 

examines Palestinian responses to those pronouncements. The theme labeled 

“Government Discourse” occupies five per cent of the photos and three per cent of the 

videos. It harvests material directly tied to official Palestinian government 

communications, thereby revealing the rhetorical devices leaders use to bolster a 

collective sense of resilience. One per cent of the photographs and three per cent of the 

videos falls under “Literature Discourse.” This last category embraces poems, songs, and 
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other literary forms Palestinians have turned to as vehicles of resilience amid ongoing 

conflict. In sum, Figure 4 situates these findings within a broader overview of the 

communicative strategies nurturing resilience in Palestinian society. Such analysis 

provides a more thorough examination of the linguistic strategies employed by 

Palestinian as they express of determination and resistance while preserving their identity, 

religion, and culture. 
Fig 5. Relative Distribution Of Photos And Videos Corresponding  

To The Themes Of Palestinian Struggle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 5 depicts five recurring themes that emerged during the process of thematic 

analysis of Palestinian visual narratives. The first and most prominent theme, labeled 

“martyrs,” constitutes 21 per cent of the images and 23 per cent of the videos. This theme 

captures the ways in which the Palestinian community commemorates those who have 

died in the course of the struggle, revealing how central loss is to everyday conversation. 

The second theme, “displacement,” follows closely behind, representing 15 per cent of 

the images and 16 per cent of the videos, in which Palestinians speak candidly about the 

experience of displacement. The third theme, “the international discourse,” occupies a 

smaller yet still significant portion—5 per cent of the images and 10 per cent of the 

videos—and showcases attempts to reach audiences beyond the region in order to gain 

sympathy and support. Education under fire emerges as another key concern, illustrated 

by the theme of “education,” which makes up 12 per cent of the photos and 8 per cent of 

the videos, highlighting the resilience of students and teachers alike. Finally, the theme 

of “history,” anchored in allusions to past leaders and landmark events, appears in 3 per 

cent of the images and 5 per cent of the footage, situating the present struggle within a 

longer temporal frame.                                                                                                                                                                            

 Palestinians are mostly framed as victims of the Palestine-Israel conflict. The 

range of ages depicted—from infants to the elderly—serves as a reminder that the impact 

of violence touches the entire population. Figure 6 clearly illustrates that children 

represent the majority of subjects within the visual content circulating on each platform. 

On Facebook, images and videos representing children account for 57% of the total, while 

they are marginally lower at 47% on Telegram. In contrast, women are noticeably 

underrepresented, comprising only 12% of Facebook’s imagery and slightly more, 19%, 

on Telegram. Elders receive even less attention, appearing in about 9% of Facebook’s 

posts and 7% of those on Telegram. Following children, men assume the next largest 

share of visibility, with roughly 22% of Facebook content and 27% of Telegram content 

depicting them.          
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Fig 6. Distribution Of Photo And Video Posts Featuring Each Demographic Segment  

Of The Palestinian Population 

. 

Conducting thematic identification, the researchers noticed a striking difference 

in the ways various demographic groups frame their narratives. Palestinian men tend to 

foreground their resilience, often portraying themselves as steadfast survivors who have 

ability to persevere amidst challenging circumstances. In contrast, narratives from 

women, children, and the elderly center more directly on the specific hardships they 

face—displacement, loss of property, and the daily disruptions of life under occupation. 

This divergence in storytelling style surfaced most clearly through an examination of 

images and short videos posted on Facebook and Telegram, as illustrated in Figures 7 and 

8. Those figures demonstrate how narratives of resilience and struggle occupy different 

proportions in the respective records of each population segments 
Fig 7. Comparative Proportions Of Resilience And Struggle Related Depictions  

For Each Demographic Segment Of The Palestinian Population 

 
Fig 8. Comparative Proportions Of Resilience And Struggle Related Depictions For Each 

Demographic Segment Of The Palestinian Population 

 
A particular linguistic strategy underscores the men’s emphasis on steadfastness: 

they frequently incorporate direct quotations from Israeli officials and media sources into 

their accounts. By doing so, they lend an appearance of objectivity to their testimony 

while undermining the credibility of the sources, thereby reinforcing the idea that, despite 

external threats, Palestinian voices remain credible, authoritative, and resilient. 

Incorporating direct quotations into a narrative lends it authenticity (John Smith, 

2010). Credibility underpins effective persuasion; audiences are more likely to be 

convinced when they regard the source of a message as trustworthy and dependable 

(Cialdini, 2006). That sense of trust reinforces the persuasive power of the story, helping 

to attract international backing and to build solidarity. Recent studies of Palestinian men’s 

discourse reveal a tendency toward language that is direct and to the point, consciously 
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steering clear of ambiguity or rhetorical embellishment. Verster (2019) observes that this 

direct language, especially within wartime narratives, injects a sense of immediacy and 

offers a stark yet reflective overview of lived experience. Such clarity cultivates an 

impression of determination, subtly signalling that Palestinians refuse to surrender their 

resolve even in the direst circumstances. At the same time, researchers have noted a 

deliberate effort to weave positive expressions throughout accounts of the Palestinian-

Israeli conflict. Leaning on positive language serves to bolster psychological resilience 

within the Palestinian community (Abualkibash and Lera, 2017). 

Analyzing language use among Palestinian women consistently indicates a 

tendency toward descriptive, emotionally charged expression and rhetorical questions. 

Almeida (2011), Cohen (2015), David and Idan (2018), and Amaireh (2024) have noted 

that women’s language is often laced with vivid imagery and rhetorical questions. Loseke 

(2009) argues that emotive language, particularly in wartime settings, serves as a 

powerful tool for shaping public understanding and generating a sense of urgency. 

Meanwhile, Bekerman (2009) and Rowland and Frank (2011) underscore the role of 

rhetorical questions in crafting stories of resilience within the Israeli-Palestinian struggle. 

Together, these linguistic choices not only illustrate struggle but also affirm a refusal to 

yield. By inviting viewers to ponder questions that remain unanswered, Palestinian 

speakers pull audiences into the experience itself and force a confrontation with ongoing 

violations of peace. By posing urgent, action-oriented rhetorical questions, Palestinians 

underscore their steadfast resolve in the struggle for justice and freedom, while 

simultaneously galvanizing communal solidarity and fortifying collective resilience. 

Rhetorical questioning, therefore, functions on two interconnected levels: it names 

immediate crises and simultaneously summons collective memory and will, reinforcing 

the community's long-standing commitment to safeguard identity, culture, and religion. 

The researchers have observed the intensive use of plural pronouns throughout 

Palestinian discourse. When speakers say “we” or “us,” they are not simply choosing a 

pronoun; they are claiming a shared history, pain, and hope that exist beyond the 

individual. Wondolleck (2003) points out that the contrast between “we” and “they” 

serves as a revealing identity marker in any conflict, showing how people define 

themselves in relation to others. For Palestinians, “they” is used to refer to Israelis, 

designating them as outsiders and thus reinforcing a clear line of separation. In contrast, 

“we” refers to Palestinians and the various factions that identify with this broader 

community, cultivating a feeling of belonging and mutual support (Verkuyten, 2021). 

Whenever these pronouns are invoked, the bonds of the in-group tighten—each utterance 

reaffirms the shared narrative of resistance. Fabick (2011) elaborates on this by 

identifying the pronoun “we” as a linguistic tool that actively forges solidarity, 

encouraging cooperation and joint action. 

When Palestinian women narrate their stories, they consistently highlight the 

positive features of their political factions (the in-group) and underscoring the negative 

traits of the Israeli government and military. As Amaireh (2024) observes, speakers 

reinforce positive self-portrait and negative others-portrait. Palestinian women refer to 

their own groups using words like steadfast, resilient, and determined, thereby conjuring 

a sense of hope and leaning on those factions for freedom from ongoing violence.  At the 

same time, they label their opponents with negative attributes such as المحتل (the occupier), 

 thereby holding Israel ,(remorseless) عديم الرحمة and ,(the killers) القتلة ,(the oppressor) الظالم 
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accountable for the pain their families have experienced and for the battles that refuse to 

cease. 

Repetition was observed as a linguistic strategy employed by Palestinians; this 

bears witness to their unwavering resolve and the fierce momentum of the ongoing 

struggle. Utterances like تفعل"    مهما  المقاومة  مع  نحن   [We are with the resistance no matter 

what it does] circulate widely in their speeches. Such repetition fosters a sense of 

solidarity that resonates beyond the immediate moment. These linguistic devices 

powerfully elicit empathy from the audience by conjuring vivid images of past and 

present hardships, thereby reinforcing a shared sense of identity and collective 

experience.  

Symbolism and imagery further intensifies the affective impact, drawing the 

audience closer in spirit to those who bear the struggle. By relying on these literary tools, 

Palestinians evoke not only the present crisis but also the long arc of Palestinian history, 

linking past dispossession to present endurance. In doing so, they cultivate a collective 

identity that invites international audiences to share the weight of the experience. 

Mediated discourse analysis examines discourse and the intersection of social practices 

in which discourse functions as one element. It analyzes the way social identity is 

communicated through discourse. Palestinian’s discourse highlights their resilience 

interwoven with their religious convictions concerning the protection of their territory 

and affirms their social identity as Muslims. 

By deploying plural pronouns such as “we” and “our,” discourse of resilience and 

struggle constructs a shared identity that binds the Palestinian community in unity and 

solidarity. These collective forms remind audiences of a common heritage—shaped by 

generations of resistance and deeply rooted in history, faith, and culture—while 

simultaneously signaling allegiance to Palestinian factions and their broader cause. 

Articulating their collective identity, religion, and cultural heritage, Palestinians 

constructed collective identity and shared responsibility for combating genocide through 

plural pronouns. In reference to their factions, they articulate resilience by anchoring it in 

a shared historical narrative, as well as religious and cultural ties that unite them. 

 

An Unwavering Conviction in the Omnipotence of Allah 

Since Palestinians are Muslims, they use religious expressions that convey 

determination and resistance, conviction in Allah, commitment to their religion, and 

affection for the holy land. Litvak (1998) argues that during this conflict, there are 

countless utterances charged with deep religious meaning that significantly contribute 

toward conflict formation and nurture resilience opposing outside forces. After 

conducting MDA, the analysis shows that there are some religious statements that can be 

categorized into several subthemes such as: theological optimism in Allah’s omnipotence; 

divine safeguarding and succor; martyrdom; and Spiritual Contentment (Riḍā) 

 

Theological Optimism in Allah’s Omnipotence  

The religious phrase “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger 

of Allah”; referred to as Shahadah Declaration, is used by Palestinians to recognize Allah 

as their source of aid and succor. Asni (2017) states that it evokes the belief that Almighty 

Allah is the only one to worship and assures that Mohammad, the prophet, is His 

messenger . It illustrates their dependence on inner strength that can provide them solace 

and courage which stems from their faith. Attaining divinely inspired optimism towards 
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Allah is foundational in Islamic psychology; there are studies which show its impact on 

alleviating anxiety and depression positively along with offering hope (Bonab and 

Koohsar, 2011). Employing religious utterances highlights the spiritual bond held by 

Palestinians towards Allah. This statement is important within the context of Palestinian 

Islamic movement (Milton-Edwards, 1992). This statement aims at mobilizing religious 

sentiments for supporting liberation from occupation, thereby is linked with Islamic 

Jihad. The shahadah declaration remains central to Palestinian endurance during the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict (Keelan and Browne, 2020). The expression “شاء الله  In] ”إن 

Shaa Allah], which means “Allah willing” or “If Allah wills”, is a religious statement that 

Palestinians incorporate in their daily life. Jospe and Milo (2013) state that the phrase 

“Allah willing” is a common utterance among Muslims, and within Palestinians it reflects 

a belief in divine providence. It depicts a positive attitude towards Allah as it indicates 

trust in His plans, alongside hopeful acceptance of His aid to overcome difficulties and 

get liberated. Oruç (2022) emphasizes that 'In sha Allah' serves as a reminder of Allah’s 

supreme will over everything, especially during times of conflict. To Palestinians, it 

highlights the notion of their suffering being part of a more substantial outcome; thus 

honoring their resilience whilst urging them to be patient through very difficult times 

which require tremendous resolve knowing that everything unfolds according to the 

perfect plan of Allah Who alone sees beyond what they can see. 

To portray their faith along with holding profound conviction about Him, 

Palestinian women noted invoking many attributes of Allah using the vocative particle 

 "القوي" and [The most compassionate] "الرحمن" .with one of the attributes of Allah [Oh] "يا "

[The Almighty] were noted to be particularly used among Palestinian women. " الرحمن" 

[The most compassionate], which is related to Allah's mercy, acts as a profound source 

of consolation for Palestinians in the midst of the conflict.. They also used "القوي" [The 

Almighty] to derive fortitude from their conviction that Allah will secure justice and 

ultimate victory on their behalf. 

 

Divine Safeguarding and Succor 

The religious statement "أكبر  Allah is the greatest serves in Palestinian] "الله 

discourse as an appeal to divine guardianship and empowerment, fortifying communal 

resilience by urging believers to reaffirm their faith, practise steadfast patience, and 

persist in their struggle (Malla, 2020). The phrase illustrates their great conviction that 

protection and support from Allah enables them to strive for freedom and surpass their 

struggles. Another quote traditionally used by Palestinians which invokes divine 

protection is "وحسبنا الله ونعم الوكيل" [Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of 

affair]. Malla (2020) points out that this statement evokes resilience by calling people to 

be patient and determined  

The study further indicates that Palestinian women used invocations or 

expressions of supplication to Allah such as " يا الله" [Oh-Allah] and "يا رب" [Oh-Lord. The 

phrases "الله “ and [Oh-Allah] "يا  رب  يا " [Oh-Lord] are associated with the struggle for 

invocation for liberation from Israeli occupation (Reiter, 2008; Milton-Edwards, 1992). 

A number studies have been conducted to determine their functions. Al-Nahdi et al. 

(2022) as well as Jaradat (2014) studied the sociocultural functions of these two 

expressions in Yemeni and Jordanian Arabic. Both researchers noted that expressions of 

supplication to Allah are inclusive attributed to a belief system people hold regarding 

invocations made to Allah for support in every aspect of life. The analysis reveals that 
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Palestinians tend to rely on religious utterances to express their reliance on Allah during 

critical circumstances. 

 

Martyrdom 

Palestinians associate their resilience and struggle with Jihad and martyrdom. 

According to Milton-Edwards (1992), 'Jihad' has been an essential theme in Palestinian's 

resilience against occupation. Meanwhile, martyrdom reinforces their resilience (Busse, 

2022). Both concepts have often been framed within the narratives of Jihad and 

martyrdom, with abundant Qur’ānic verses referenced. Resilience language includes 

expressions associated with martyrdom. Some quotation are used by Palestinian men to 

show their support for the faction, among which is the statement of Abu Obieda, the Al-

Qassam Brigades spokesperson, “It is jihad, either victory or martyrdom”. Palestinian 

women sanctifying martyrdom embrace it as a tenet of faith while children regard it as a 

mark of bravery for defiantly standing up for one’s country. 

 

Spiritual Contentment (Riḍā) 

Being the most recurrent religious expression among Palestinians, the religious 

phrase "الحمد لله” (“All Praise to Allah”), which translates as the praise and gratitude to 

Allah in Islamic culture (Dutsinma 2022), encapsulates the sentiment of acceptance for 

Palestinians, who are resigned to their circumstances. This declaration resonates deeply 

with Palestinians, embodying their total acceptance of Allah’s decree—an embodiment 

of contentment (Riḍā), the Islamic ideal of serene contentment with the divine will. 

Contentment is a central concept in Islam, representing a state of inner peace and 

tranquility. Contentment is the door that a Muslim enters to Allah and a reason for the 

peace of mind for the worshipper (ibid.) Many examples of contentment were found in 

some videos. 

Women and children were observed to express contentment in accepting that the 

consequences of the conflict lie within Allah’s wisdom and control. Their steadfastness 

to this belief points toward profound belief on their part. Similarly, Palestinian men 

manifest a state of riḍā, expressing composed acceptance of the losses and sacrifices 

sustained throughout the conflict. In general, women and children showed contentment 

primarily through trust in divine decree while men displayed it through acceptance of 

loss. 

Religious discourse is replete with plural pronouns that operate to construct a 

collective religious identity, indexing a shared history of trial and purpose. Palestinians’ 

steadfast faith in Allah engenders a unifying ethos anchored in common religious 

commitments. Through recurrent devotional formulas and ritual practices, speakers 

continuously reaffirm communal solidarity, stressing that individual believers do not act 

in isolation but within—and under the sustained support of—a broader faith community. 

In summary, Palestinians utilize religious expressions to express resilience and struggle, 

integrating aspects of culture, identity, and religion. This underscores the importance of 

culture among Palestinians who are Muslims even in the face of continuous hardships. 

Through arduous times, Palestinians’ belief systems help them endure, resolutely clashing 

with Israel’s aggression. Examining the themes alongside the information structure 

system reveals how social and cultural practices articulate within a society (Halliday 

1989). Religious discourse features plural pronouns aimed toward designated Muslims as 

these references foster collective religious identity, thus emphasizing shared suffering and 
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aspirations among participant populations. A shared conviction in Allah binds together 

Palestinian communities through religion and ethnicity, fostering deep bonds. They 

highlight through belief or action that they are part of something bigger which provides 

an unshakable foundation throughout life. Every religion associates them with an 

unquestionable community. 

When the researchers compare the discourse of Palestinian women and men, a 

noticeable gender divide appears. Men, shaped by cultural demands that reward 

assertiveness, directness, and dominance (Lakoff 1975), frame their stories of survival 

around strength, bravery, and willingness to confront. Their speech tends to be more 

straightforward, mirroring the community's expectation that males push boldly to the 

front in tense situations. Women, by contrast, bear the same experience -loss of family 

members, dispossession, and danger-and yet adopt a non-forceful style (ibid.). In their 

narratives, indirectness, tag questions, and the speech act of acceptance were observed. 

Lakoff (1975) attributed these linguistic features to the speech style characteristically 

employed by women. Such indirectness helps women save face, especially when 

requesting or criticizing (Tannen, 1994a). Palestinian children, however, show a different 

pattern: they employ acts of assertiveness for direct requests, opinions, desires and 

preferences. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The results show how the use a variety of language techniques on social media to 

accomplish a number of important purposes. First of all, in the face of occupation and 

brutality, the use of emotive language, encompassing metaphors and vivid descriptions, 

helps to maintain identity, culture, and faith. Furthermore, the inclusion of religious 

references, such as verses from the Quran and references to Islamic doctrine, strengthens 

the commitment to their religion and case. Secondly, the analysis reveals how the 

linguistic narratives, with the emphasis on the shared experiences, values, and history, 

contribute to strengthening feelings of solidarity, unity, and hope among Palestinians. 

Importantly, the research highlights the central role of social media in allowing 

Palestinians, to voice their perspectives, disseminate information, and shape public 

opinion during the conflict. By conveying a powerful narrative of their resilience and 

resistance through these linguistic strategies, the social media posts examined 

demonstrate how language on digital platforms has emerged as a critical tool to assert 

resilience, struggle, and garner international sympathy and support. The study is 

significant as it shows the crucial role of Arabic-language social media in reflecting 

resistance, struggle and solidarity during war-time context. The study contributes to 

gendered resistance discourse as it identifies gender-specific linguistic patterns. 

Additionally, it extends the use of MDA to narrative of resistance and struggle discourse.                                                                                                                                                
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