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Abstract

This study investigates the hypothetical dialogue employed by Al-Muradi in Tawdih al-
Magasid wa al-Masalik as a distinctive mode of presenting and examining grammatical
issues. It focuses on how hypothetical dialogue is constructed to introduce grammatical
problems, juxtapose competing scholarly positions, develop arguments, and establish
preferences among grammatical opinions, particularly in discussions of al-tawabi. This
qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach with a comparative analysis
of grammatical opinions and evidence presented in Al-Muradi’s work. The analysis
concentrates on two issues: the use of ‘ammah as an emphatic expression and the
permissibility of emphasizing indefinite nouns. The findings demonstrate that Al-Muradi
structures grammatical discussion through a dialogical sequence of questions, alternative
positions, arguments, responses, and preferences. In examining the two issues, he brings
together views from major grammatical traditions, particularly the Basran and Kufan
schools. He supports the discussion with evidence from the Qur’an, Hadith, Arabic
poetry, and proverbs. The analysis further shows that hypothetical dialogue enables Al-
Muradi to transform inherited grammatical debates into a more systematic form of
argumentation while making differences among grammarians and the grounds for their
positions explicit. His treatment also reflects a marked engagement with earlier
grammatical scholarship and a tendency toward Basran grammatical reasoning. The study
argues that hypothetical dialogue in Al-Muradi’s work functions not merely as a
rhetorical technique but as an analytical framework for organizing grammatical
controversy, evaluating evidence, and clarifying the process through which grammatical
preferences are established.
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