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INTRODUCTION

The ability of a person to master foreign language reading skills is increasingly
important in today’s technological era. According to Cook (2017), the monolingual
group, in which its speakers or users know only the mother tongue in this era, has
become a minority group as compared to the group that knows more than one
language. In line with the role of reading as a key skill and prerequisite in the
acquisition of knowledge (Yusuf Marwan 2008; Al-Hallag 2010; 'Isani 2012), the same
notion is applied in foreign language reading skills (Grabe 2012 & Eskenazi & Folk
2015). In fact, according to (Celik, 2018), the four basic skills in language learming can
only be achieved if reading skills are well mastered.

To further elaborate, (Richards & Richard 2010; Yusuf Marwan 2008) defined reading
skills in term of education, as a process of recognizing letters, words and being able to
pronounce them correctly as well as the ability to understand written texts or symbols
seen. In addition, (Rumelhart 1977; Richards & Richard 2010) defined reading as the
process of interaction between the reader and the text that involves cognitive activities
such as recognizing words and making an analysis of grammatical structure by
translating the meaning of words in sentences. Meanwhile, (al-Zaiyat, 1998) stated that
reading skills include two (2) elements, namely identifying words and understanding
the text read. Identifying words means the ability of the reader to identify words, to
pronounce and to distinguish the sounds of letters as well as to know the structure of
words such as nouns, verbs and particles. On the other hand, understanding the text
being read refers to reader's ability to derive meaning from the text. While the process

of meaning acquisition involves the reader, text and context.
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