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Abstract

Proverbs are collection of peoples' customs, beliefs, and traditions inherited from
one generation to another and one of the most popular methods of expression
assisting the speaker effectively and efficiently. Proverbs have received great
attention and concern among the Arabs. Similarly, the Yoruba people of Nigeria
are interested in proverb and its good usage in every task, as according to them,
it is as if a horse of speech which the speaker rides to his goal. By virtue of the
importance of proverb among them, this study addresses proverb in terms of
its concept, types, sources, and how it is used in their speech. In the collection,
examination and analysis of data, the researcher makes use of the descriptive and
historical methods. Among of the research findings are: (i) proverb is a literary
phenomenon popularly known and used by peoples in the world, particularly in
Arab and Yoruba. (ii) The concept, types, and characteristics of proverbs among
the two nations are very close, and (iii) Most of their proverbs are repeated by
others, despite the difference in their customs, languages and geographical area.

Keywords: Arabic proverbs; comparative; convergence; divergence;
Yoruba proverbs
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